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TRACEABILITY 
– from pig to pork

Traceability from pig to pork 

All Danish livestock farms have a unique 
CHR number in the Central Husbandry 
Register which is administered by the 
authorities. 

The CHR register can be used, for in-
stance, in the event of a serious outbreak 
of disease when all movement of pigs 
is prohibited. The CHR register is then 
used to trace the source of the infection 

quickly and efficiently. 

A database in which all movements of 
pigs are registered – the pig movement 
database – ensures that pigs remain 
traceable when they are moved from 
one farm to another.  

The database also helps to ensure that 
pig production remains transparent 
since the database is open to the public.

Before the pigs are delivered for slaughter, their hind quarters are marked with a num-
ber, which means that the slaughterhouses can always identify which establishment 
the pig comes from. 

Individual pig producers have permission to deliver in groups. This means that they can 
despatch a full load to the slaughterhouse without the need for individual marking. 
Individual marking is carried out at the slaughterhouse so that full traceability is main-
tained. 

During the slaughtering process and when weighing the carcase after slaughtering, the 
five-digit supplier number is fed into the slaughterhouse’s computerised system. In 
addition, there is an automatic linkage between the five-digit supplier number and the 
carcase hook’s ID. The individual pig can therefore be tracked back to the individual pig 
producer. 

After cutting, deboning and packing, there is full 
traceability from the individual pack and back to 
the production site and production time. Via the 
production data collected during production, the 
product can be traced back to a group of pig pro-
ducers who have delivered within a specific time 
period. 

This level of traceability is fully approved for 
international trading in pig meat. 
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