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1. Almost there…
At the recent Herning Pig Congress, the annual gathering of the Danish pig industry attended  

by over 2,000 delegates, the DAFC issued a press release (‘Danish farmers on course for 

January deadline’) confirming their expectation that the Danish pig industry would be fully 

compliant with the new regulations by 1st January.

The statement was carried in a number of trade press titles:

 Farmers Weekly 
 The Pigsite 
 Pig International 
 Global Meat News

The most recent estimate indicates that around 85 per cent of producers are already keeping  

pregnant sows in group systems. Of those who have not yet converted, a significant number 

are in the final stages of adapting their production to be compliant by the deadline date for 

the legislation’s introduction. It is expected that the balance of Danish producers will cease 

production by December. They run mainly smaller and older units.

The Danish authorities, who run a programme of ‘unannounced audits’ of pig producers to 

ensure that they are adhering to all welfare legislation, have made it clear that any breach 

of legislation found would be reported to the police. In addition, any producers found not to 

be complying with the new rules will forfeit their entitlement to support under the EU Single 

Farm Payment. 

The EU Commission held a stakeholder meeting in Brussels on 17th October, during which 

they presented their updated view on likely levels of compliance of the Member States on 

1st January. These were based on official responses received from each country.  In summary…

 17 countries are expected to be more or less fully compliant
 Nine countries will be 70 – 90% compliant
 One country will be 30% compliant

It was acknowledged that smaller units (with less than 100 sows) would represent the main 

problem area regarding compliance.

There is plenty of anecdotal evidence to suggest that many Member States have a long way  

to go in order to become fully compliant by the January deadline – unless significant numbers  

of their producers decide to cease production between now and December. There has also 

been a degree of cynicism expressed in several quarters on how rigidly the new rules will be 

enforced in certain countries. 

BPEX took the opportunity to publish an updated report of their assessment of possible 

market scenarios in 2013 arising from implementation of the new EU rules (‘Market Impact 

of EU Regulations on Group Housing of Sows’). The conclusion was that EU sow numbers 

may decline by up to 5% during 2013 and that this process is already underway. If the new 

regulations are rigidly applied, then the decline will be greater. In the medium to longer term, 

we may see more specialised sow/piglet production in Northern Europe, with more focus on 

finishing pigs in the Southern European countries, based on imported weaners/growing pigs.

http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/26/10/2012/135944/Danes-say-they-are-ready-for-sow-stall-ban.htm
http://www.thepigsite.com/swinenews/31297/herning-congress-danish-pig-farmers-on-course-for-january-deadline
http://www.wattagnet.com/155159.html
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Industry-Markets/Danes-set-to-achieve-sow-stall-compliance/?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily&c=zsGry1ilymDiEnKjKcJuxQ%3D%3D
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302522/Market_Impact_of_EU_Regulations_on_Group_Housing_of_Sows_Update_Report.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302522/Market_Impact_of_EU_Regulations_on_Group_Housing_of_Sows_Update_Report.aspx
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In recent years, the export of weaners from Denmark has grown to 

nearly nine million pigs per year, from just one million a decade ago. 

These exports have primarily gone to the German market, where 

the government has pursued policies to promote the production 

of finished pigs, with all the positive benefits for the local economy. 

German farmers benefit from a number of policy initiatives, which 

places them at a significant advantage to Danish producers and this 

has distorted competition between the countries. These include 

significant subsidies for production of biogas and solar energy as 

well as preferential tax treatment. 

The so called  ‘Herning Declaration’ was signed by the Chairmen 

of the Danish Pig Research Centre, the Danish Agriculture & Food 

Council, the two co-operative slaughterhouses, Danish Crown and 

Tican as well as all the local pig production committees. The Danish 

Food and Allied Workers Union (NNF) also signed the declaration. It 

calls for action in three areas to improve the competitive position of 

the Danish pig industry, leading to an additional two million pigs per 

annum available for slaughter in Denmark.

It urges the government to enhance the overall market framework 

for pig producers in Denmark by reviewing the current environmental  

legislation in Denmark, rigidly linking livestock numbers to land 

available for slurry disposal, the taxes on energy use by industry, the 

charges for waste water treatment and out dated and costly meat 

inspection charges.  

It also urges the government to consider ways of supporting the 

development of new technically advanced pig finishing facilities 

to replace some of the older less efficient units, which will increase 

production but also deliver environmental benefits.

The industry itself will set in motion various initiatives with the aim of  

raising the productivity of the third least efficient producers, through 

short or long term advisory programmes.

The proposed measures could boost the production of finished pigs in  

Denmark by 2 million head and provide a fresh impetus for economic  

growth and exports, worth DKK 3 billion, as well as securing additional  

employment for 2,800 persons.

2. Will this little piggy stay at home?
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3. Still saving our bacon
The NPA campaign continued to gather publicity and column inches  

in October and, as reported in the Yorkshire Post and NE Business, 

they were successful in gaining a public declaration of support from 

Prime Minister, David Cameron, as well as other leading politicians  

– as reported on the NPA website.

The campaign message remained that if pork and bacon prices rose 

now this may avert more dramatic increases and possible shortages 

in 2013. 

BPEX also published an updated version of their assessment on the 

impact of higher feed costs on the domestic industry (‘The Impact 

of Feed Costs on the English Pig Industry’). The report indicated 

that current pig prices (just over 150p per kg) still lagged significantly  

behind the average cost of production (currently over 170p per kg) 

and high feed costs were likely to persist until mid-2013. 

On 24th October, BPEX launched a nationwide tour to 19 cities, 

serving up free bacon sandwiches to thank shoppers for their support,  

under the campaign banner: ‘Thanks for sticking with us’.

The position in Denmark remained that larger more efficient Danish 

pig farmers are now producing at a profit. The fact that many Danish  

pig farmers produce a substantial proportion of their own feed has 

helped them manage the recent increases in feed costs. The impro-

ving market situation caused an upward revision of Danish price 

forecasts for 2013 announced at the Herning Pig Congress, based 

on a shrinking EU supply and good demand expected to prevail in 

most of the main pig meat importing countries around the world.

The prospects of dramatically rising food prices next year was also 

picked up in the national media in typically alarmist fashion:

 Daily Express 
 Daily Mail 
 Daily Telegraph

http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/country-view/environment/pm-backs-campaign-to-help-pig-farmers-1-5027960
http://www.nebusiness.co.uk/farming-news/farming-news/2012/10/18/prime-minister-backs-save-our-bacon-drive-51140-32051240/
http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/Pages/MPs.html
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302512/The_Impact_of_Feed_Costs_on_the_English_Pig_Industry.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302512/The_Impact_of_Feed_Costs_on_the_English_Pig_Industry.aspx
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/news/article/saying-thanks-with-bacon-sarnies
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/351988/You-ve-never-had-it-so-good-but-prepare-for-the-return-of-rationing
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2217025/The-soaring-cost-Sunday-roast-Dramatic-price-rises-forcing-families-cut-meat-veg-fruit.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/personalfinance/consumertips/household-bills/9649310/Food-prices-are-rising-and-its-going-to-get-worse.html
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4. Red Tractor in reverse?
As ‘Red Tractor Week’ drew to a close at the end of September, with  

its annual celebration of British food, farming interests were shocked by  

the announcement that Sainsbury had made a decision to withdraw 

the Red Tractor logo from all its own label ranges. This news followed  

other recent setbacks for the scheme, as the Advertising Standards 

Authority upheld a Compassion in World Farming complaint, about 

a ‘high welfare’ claim for Red Tractor assured pork. 

Sainsbury said that their decision to drop the Red Tractor logo from 

packs was based on recent consumer research in which many con-

sumers said they were ‘confused’ by the presence of too many logos 

on food packaging. The company said that Red Tractor assurance 

standards would continue to play a part in their sourcing policies 

and also highlighted the fact that many product lines were sourced 

to higher standards, such as Freedom Food.

The Sainsbury move was widely reported in the trade press:

 Meat Management 
 Meat Trades Journal 
 Farmers Guardian
 Farmers Weekly 

The decision was bitterly regretted by scheme organisers, Assured  

Food Standards, who pointed to their own research which indicated  

that nearly two thirds of consumers expressed strong support for 

the scheme. 

The National Farmers Union said that dropping the logo would add 

to ‘confusion’ rather than reduce it and had recently launched their 

own ‘Flag It’ initiative, where consumers were encouraged to report 

examples of misleading labelling, where an indication of ‘British’ or 

home-produced was used in association with imported products.

http://www.redtractor.org.uk/RedTractorWeek2012
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/factory_farming/telling_porkies.aspx
http://meatmanagement.com/shoppers-support-red-tractor-logo/
http://www.meatinfo.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/14590/Anger_grows_over_Sainsbury_92s_Red_Tractor_cut.html
http://www.farmersguardian.com/customers-attack-sainsburys-for-ditching-red-tractor/50698.article
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/16/10/2012/135767/Sainsbury39s-to-phase-out-Red-Tractor-logo.htm
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/SainsburysuseoftheRedTractorLogo?forumboardid=170&forumtopicid=170
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/SainsburysuseoftheRedTractorLogo?forumboardid=170&forumtopicid=170
http://www.nfuonline.com/News/Sainsbury-s-and-the-Red-Tractor/
http://www.nfuonline.com/article.aspx?id=2147514490&terms=Flag+it
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5. ‘Freedom farrowing’ on the way
While loose housing of pregnant sows has been grabbing a lot of 

headlines this year, as the deadline for the EU ban on sow stalls  

approaches, it is emerging that the next major item on the pig welfare  

agenda will be the transition to ‘loose ‘ farrowing systems.

Traditional farrowing pens are commonplace in indoor pig produc-

tion systems across Europe, including Denmark and Britain. Although  

these pens restrict the movement of sows while they suckle their 

piglets, the mortality of piglets during the first few days of life is sig-

nificantly lower than other systems available to producers.

The Danish pig industry is committed to a goal of having 10% of pens  

to be of the ‘freedom farrowing’ type by 2020, representing 30,000 

sow places. The Danish Pig Research Centre has been engaged in a 

major research project to identify systems, which will afford the sow 

freedom of movement but, at the same time, will not compromise 

the welfare of piglets, by exposing them to greater risk of being laid 

on by the mothering sow. Although the testing is not completed, 

Danish researchers are confident that they are close to finding solu-

tions, which they can recommend to producers. In addition, many 

Danish farmers are now conducting their own trials with ‘freedom 

farrowing’ pens to familiarise themselves with the new management  

disciplines required. The issue of ‘freedom farrowing’ has also been 

widely debated in British pig industry circles, with similar concerns 

expressed about the need to introduce systems which do not put 

the welfare of piglets at higher risk. 

The Compassion in World Farming ‘Good Farm Animal Awards’ 

recognised Sainsbury’s sponsorship of their Pig Concept Farm, which 

is trialling an indoor free-farrowing system. Sainsbury received their 

‘Good Pig Award’ despite the CIWF traditional antipathy towards most  

aspects of indoor pig production  The farm in Driffield in Yorkshire is 

owned by David and Susan Morgan, who recently won the Farmers 

Weekly Pig Farmer of the Year award.

CIWF also presented a ‘Good Sow Award’ to Midland Pig Producers 

for their work with their ‘360 Farrower’ system, which keeps the sow 

confined for four days after farrowing but then releases the sow into 

a larger area for the remainder of the suckling period. As reported in  

the Meat Trades Journal, the CIWF award was criticised by a number  

of other animal rights campaigners, including The Pig Business.

http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/compassion_news/big_businesses_celebrate_at_compassion_awards.aspx
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/04/10/2012/135555/2012-Pig-Farmer-of-the-Year-David-and-Sue-Morgan.htm
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/04/10/2012/135555/2012-Pig-Farmer-of-the-Year-David-and-Sue-Morgan.htm
http://www.meatinfo.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/14578/MPP_award_dismissed_by_animal_rights_group.html
http://www.pigbusiness.co.uk/
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6. Online set to grow
The IGD forecasts that nearly 10% of grocery products will be  

purchased online by UK consumers by 2015. The UK already has the  

highest proportion of grocery products purchased online in Europe.

As reported by Food Manufacture, the value of online grocery 

sales is expected to top £11 billion within five years. Many branded 

manufacturers now carry direct links on their own sites to retailers 

offering their brands online.

The last few years have also seen a number of butchers developing 

successful online businesses offering a range of specialist meats, for 

example…

 Allens of Mayfair
 Aubrey Allen
 Donald Russell
 Godfreys
 Meat No Veg
 Westin Gourmet

http://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Business-News/Food-firms-miss-out-on-millions-of-pounds-of-online-grocery-sales/?c=PRNl53QCuPDoBQISwEEO8Q%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://www.allensofmayfair.co.uk/products
http://www.aubreyallen.co.uk/
http://www.donaldrussell.com/
http://www.godfreys.co/
http://www.meatnoveg.co.uk/
http://www.westingourmet.co.uk/free-steak-ppc1?gclid=CMv56_rCtrMCFczHtAodHC0AVQ

