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1. Danish pig meat exports top 2m tonnes in 2011
Exports of pig meat from Denmark reached 2m tonnes in 2011. 

The main factor behind this growth was strong export demand in 

the global marketplace – in particular, exports to China (and Hong 

Kong) rose from 172,000 to 213,000 tonnes, with record tonnages 

being shipped in the final months of 2011. 

Within the EU, Germany remained the largest export market for 

Danish pig meat, including a significant number of ‘live’ exports and 

exports to Poland also rose sharply.Tonnages shipped to the UK 

market remained stable at 281,000 tonnes.

Danish Pig Meat Exports 

000 Tonnes 

 2009 2010 2011

Germany 609 634 612

UK 286 284 281

Poland 178 187 210

Italy 114 123 126

Other EU 200 194 200

Total EU 1387 1422 1429

 

China (incl. HK) 156 172 213

Russia 96 105 118

Japan 129 140 136

Other Third Country 143 160 174

Total Third Country 524 577 641

Total 1911 1999 2071

Source : Danmarks Statistik
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Pig slaughterings in Denmark recovered to 20.9m head, from 20.2m 

head during 2010. 

Exports of weaners continued to increase, reaching 8m head in 2011,  

with Germany remaining the principal outlet, although exports to 

Poland also increased significantly during the year. However, exports 

of finished pigs fell back to around 400,000 head, just half the level 

of 2010. Profitability of weaner production is forecast to improve 

significantly during 2012.

2. Higher Danish pig slaughterings and weaner  
 exports in 2011

Danish Pig Slaughterings 

m. head

 2009 2010 2011

Total 19.3 20.2 20.9

Danish Live Pig Exports 

m. head

 2009 2010 2011

Weaners 7.1 7.5 8.0

Finishers 1.1 0.8 0.4

Sows 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total 8.3 8.4 8.5

Source : Danmarks Statistik

Source : Danmarks Statistik
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3. UK pig prices start to rise

4. Global pig meat trade developments

UK pig prices continued to move ahead during April after a difficult period during January 

and February difficult months, and the DAPP broke through the 145p mark as the month 

drew to a close. 

This move will have been welcomed by many producers as the costs of the main feed raw 

materials maintained the higher levels established from the turn of the year. The results of 

the BPEX Confidence Survey also suggested that there was growing optimism among pig 

producers.

Household purchasing data from Kantar showed that consumption of processed pig meat 

products performed strongly in the first three months of the year, although sales of fresh 

pork struggled to remain at 2011 levels.

Household purchases of pork and 

pig meat products 

Jan – Mar : % vol. change 2012 vs 2011

Fresh Pork - 3.7%

Bacon + 1.7%

Sausages + 1.4%

Sliced Cooked Meats + 3.5%

Source : Kantar Worldpanel

2012 promises to be another intriguing year on the world pig meat 

markets.

China made most of the headlines during 2011 – particularly 

as prices reached record levels on the domestic market during 

the final quarter of the year and imports also reached a new 

high. Prices have fallen back significantly since the beginning of 

2012 but it is expected that rising pork consumption will con-

tinue to run ahead of the increase in domestic supply, therefore 

maintaining the need for imported supplies.

Pig production in Brazil is expected to increase by 3% during 2012 and exports are expected 

to recover accordingly.

US production is also forecast to increase during 2012 and US pork will be competing 

strongly in its major markets in SE Asia (especially Japan, China and South Korea). 

Not for the first time, action taken by the Russian authorities has angered its EU trading  

partners. A ban on imports of livestock has been implemented due to concerns regarding 

the Schmallenberg virus. However, the ban has been extended to pigs in addition to cattle 

and sheep, despite the fact that pigs have not been implicated in any outbreak of the disease.  

The ban has not been extended to pork products but has included Meat and Bonemeal, 

of which Denmark has been a long term supplier. Animal disease outbreaks (more recently 

African Swine Fever) will continue to affect the supply of domestic pigs. 

http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DappEuroSpec.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DAPPvsfeedpriceratio.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DAPPvsfeedpriceratio.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/Article.aspx?ID=301985
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5. 2013 update
Information released by the EU Commission revealed the possible extent of non-compliance 

among the various EU Member States with the new regulations banning the use of traditional  

sow stalls. The report was based on information supplied to them by each Member State :

• Three Member States have already complied (including UK, Sweden)

• Nine Member States expect to comply (including Denmark, Germany)

• Seven Member States expect to be at least 90% compliant

• Five Member States expect to be at least 70 – 89% compliant

• Three Member States have no provisions for compliance – current levels of compliance  

 estimated at 28% - 60%

BPEX launched a report examining some possible market scenarios following the EU ban on 

use of sow stalls for pregnant sows in January 2013. In each case examined, a decline in EU 

production was forecast with a commensurate increase in EU market prices.

The launch of the report resulted in a significant amount of trade and national press coverage  

predicting a rise in bacon prices following the implementation of the new rules, drawing 

parallels with the current situation in the egg market : see The Grocer  Daily Mirror

The report also expressed the view that Denmark will comply with the new regulations – with  

the strong enforcement via the Danish authorities’ welfare checks and the independently 

audited farm assurance schemes.

http://www.bpex.org.uk/article.aspx?id=302042
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/fresh/meat/bacon-price-to-soar-on-back-of-sow-stalls-ban/228567.article?redirCanon=1
http://www.mirror.co.uk/money/personal-finance/cost-of-bacon-to-soar-by-20-as-eu-797035
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6. Pig production standards debate
The NPA have attacked organisations such as the Soil Association and Compassion in World 

Farming for their misguided opposition to many planning applications to build new ‘state of 

the art’ pig production units.

They have accused ‘pressure groups’ of using ‘misinformation’ to obstruct  

planning applications for new pig housing shemes, based on improved 

welfare and utilising the latest environmental technology. Their high profile  

campaigning will deter much needed new investment in the infrastruc-

ture of the British pig industry. The Soil Association’s ‘Not in my Banger’ 

campaign has attracted a lot of media coverage in recent months and CIWF have maintained 

their campaign against the ‘factory farming’ of pigs.

Assured Food Standards mounted a strong defence of the Red Tractor standards, in response  

to a feature on BBC Countryfile, which said that the scheme compared unfavourably with 

other such as Freedom Food, as it was limited to demonstrating that their member farms 

complied with the minimum requirements of welfare legislation. They also released the results  

of recent consumer research, showing that ‘6 out of 10  UK primary shoppers’ supported the 

Red Tractor quality mark.

The Sunday Mirror published photographs from filming taken by a representative of animal 

rights group, Animal Equality, showing appalling welfare abuses on farms managed by the 

Eat Anglian Pig Co. (suppliers to Cranswick plc).

http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/Pages/Press_Releases.html
http://www.soilassociation.org/notinmybanger/jointhe%20campaign
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/what_we_do/pigs/default.aspx
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/latest-news/consumer-2/Country-File-Sunday-4th-March-2012/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/freedomfood/aboutus
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/latest-news/consumer-2/clear-majority-of-british-shoppers-back-red-tractor/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hurry-up-and-die-shocking-footage-801934
http://www.animalequality.net/
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7. antibiotics still in the spotlight
The overuse of antibiotics in both human medicine and livestock production came under 

the spotlight again during a recent conference held in Copenhagen (‘Combating Antimicrobial  

Resistance – Time for Joint Action’) under the current Danish EU Presidency. 

The WHO used the occasion to publish a new report (‘The Evolving Threat of Antimicrobial 

Resistance’), advocating more rational use of antibiotics in human and animal medication.

The conference also allowed the Danish pig industry to showcase all the work done over  

the last decade or so to eliminate the unnecessary use of antibiotics in livestock production  

in Denmark – where the use of antibiotics per kg of meat produced has halved since the 

mid-1990’s and use by the pig industry fell by over 20% following the introduction of a 

‘yelllow card’ system by the authorities, targeting farmers using ‘above average’ amounts of 

medicine.

Not wishing to be upstaged, the Soil Association launched another report calling on more 

restrictions on the use of antibiotics for livestock, suggesting that high use of antibiotics in the  

livestock industry was leading to the development of resistant E.coli bacteria ( ‘E.coli superbugs  

on farm and food’). Several of their recommendations for action have already been imple-

mented in Denmark, including a ban on the use of antibiotics on a ‘preventative’ basis and 

use of antibiotics, such a fluoroquinolones and cephalosporins, which have a ‘critically important’  

role in human medicine.

http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Conferences/Mar/Bekaempelse-af-antibiotikaresistens---en-faelles-indsats
http://eu2012.dk/en/Meetings/Conferences/Mar/Bekaempelse-af-antibiotikaresistens---en-faelles-indsats
http://www.who.int/patientsafety/implementation/amr/publication/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/patientsafety/implementation/amr/publication/en/index.html
http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/3221/e-coli-superbugs-warning
http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/3221/e-coli-superbugs-warning
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8. No more cheap burgers?

9. End of an era as DBC closes

The European Commission has asked that a moratorium is put in place on the 

production of ‘desinewed meat’ (DSM) from cows and sheep. Desinewed meat is 

produced using a low pressure technique to remove meat from animal bones. 

The Food Standards Agency (FSA) stated that there is no evidence of any 

risk to human health from eating meat produced from the technique. 

However, the European Commission has decided that DSM does not 

comply with European Union single market legislation and has required the 

UK to impose a moratorium on producing meat products from DSM from 

ruminant animalsby the end of April.

The process may still be used to remove meat from poultry and pigs, but it must  

now be classed and specifically labelled as ‘Mechanically Separated Meat’ (MSM).

The news attracted significant media coverage predicting the demise of cheap burgers  

and sausages: Daily Mail  Daily Star. The ban was strongly opposed by the BMPA, who high-

lighted that food safety issues were not involved and the move “represented a criminal waste  

of a valuable product at a time of protein shortage”.

The sad news regarding the closure of DBC Foodservice by its owners,  

WPD Holdings, marked the end of an era for the Danish Bacon industry  

in the UK. The company passed from Danish ownership in 2006, but 

was originally established in 1902 in Duke St near London Bridge by 

a group of Danish Bacon factories in order to co-ordinate the sale of 

their bacon in Britain and improve returns for their farmer members.

The closure of DBC coincided with the news of the ‘rebirth’ of another  

Danish Bacon industry stalwart – the Danish Landrace pig. For much 

of the 20th century, the Danish Landrace pig provided all the bacon 

sides sold by Danish producers on the UK market.

According to a recent report from Aarhus University, a litter of 10 

piglets was recently born on a farm in Jutland, using 16 year old frozen  

semen, as part of a sustainable breeding plan to preserve the Danish  

Landrace pig for posterity.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2125335/Is-end-cheap-burger-EU-diktat-low-quality-meat-means-prices-set-soar.html
http://www.dailystar.co.uk/posts/view/244418/Pies-only-for-upper-crust-/
http://www.bmpa.uk.com/content/home.aspx
http://www.dbcfoodservice.co.uk/
http://mbg.au.dk/en/news-events/news-item/artikel/baconsvinet-har-faaet-blodfornyelse-1/

