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1. Danish pig breeding herd down
The April census showed a small increase in the overall number of 

pigs in Denmark, however the breeding herd continued to decline 

with sow numbers 1% below the level of January 2011. Sow numbers  

are a vital indicator of the future availability of pigs. 

‘000 head 2012  2011 2012 % Change 
 Apr Apr Jan 12 vs 11

Piglets 2,443 2,462 2,456 -1

Weaners 5,155 5,156 5,337 n/c

Finishers 3,125 3,053 3,299 +2

Boars 11 9 11 +22

Sows 1,023 1,034 1,036 -1

Total 11,960 11,932 12,348      n/c

Danish Pig Slaughterings 

Jan – Mar (m. head)

 2012 2011 2010

Total 5.2 5.6 5.2

Danish Live Pig Exports 

Jan – Mar (m.head)

 2012 2011 2010

Weaners 2.2 2.1 1.8

Finishers 0.1 0.1 0.3

Total 2.3 2.2 2.1

Source : Danmarks Statistik

Source : Danmarks Statistik

Source : Danmarks Statistik

During the first quarter of 2012, 5.2 million pigs were slaughtered in  

Denmark, a drop from the 2011 level, but corresponding to numbers  

slaughtered in 2010.

Exports of weaners showed a small increase on the high level recorded  

in the first quarter of 2011 but exports of finishers showed little change  

on the previous year.

The production outlook for the remainder of 2012 will be be influ- 

enced by the number of producers chosing to exit the industry rather  

than make the necessary investments to comply with the new EU 

legislation, which will ban the use of traditional sow stalls from January  

2013. A number of producers have signalled their intentions to leave  

the industry but it is expected that these will tend to be the smaller 

scale operators.
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The UK dairy and livestock industries held their annual Outlook  

Conference on 2nd May and reviewed the current state of the  

domestic economy and key consumer trends and also took a  

detailed look at the outlook within the dairy and red meat sectors.

Some of the main conclusions reached during the conference presen-

tations were as follows :

With a decline in consumer incomes and a persisting lack of confi-

dence, UK economic recovery will remain shaky. Low investment by 

the corporate sector remains an issue but there is some evidence of returning  

optimism. Export performance will be crucial but continuing problems in the 

Eurozone, leading to a weaker Euro, will slow UK export growth.

Consumer confidence remains fragile and a cautious, risk averse market environ-

ment will result in retailers continuing to put a focus on price ‘deals’. 

Output in the dairy and sheep industries will remain stable over the next couple of years but 

beef production is expected to decline by 2.5% from 2011 levels.

In the pig meat sector, pig prices are improving but feed costs remain high and the outlook 

remains uncertain. Grain supplies are more plentiful but the position on maize will remain 

tight, driven by the increase in usage for energy production in the US. Strong demand from 

China with its expanding livestock sector will keep soya and other protein prices high. As ever,  

the weather will continue to play a major role in creating volatility across the globe.

There is likely to be some growth in UK pig production in the next couple of years and the 

impact of the EU 2013 stall ban will almost certainly result in lower EU pig supplies from 2013  

but much will rest on the approach to enforcement in countries where there are currently 

very low levels of compliance.

In the shorter term, UK pig prices continued to move ahead during May – as shown by the 

DAPP price estimates. There was little change in the cost of feed raw materials and there 

was a small improvement in the DAPP vs Feed Price Ratio. However, the current weakness 

of the Euro vs £ may put a brake on further price improvements.

Both UK pig production and the quantity of pig meat processed also showed a small increase  

during the first quarter.

2. UK outlook

Forecast UK Pig Production 

Clean pigs

2010 (Act.) 9.2m 

2011 (Act.) 9.8m

2012 (Est.) 10.0m

2013 (Est.) 10.1m

UK Pig/Pig Meat Production 

Jan/Mar

 2012 2011 % change

Pigs (m. head) 2.5 2.4 +2

Pig Meat (000 tonnes) 206 202 +2

Source : BPEX Source : DEFRA

http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302097/Outlook_2012_Presentations.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/302097/Outlook_2012_Presentations.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DappEuroSpec.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DAPPvsfeedpriceratio.aspx
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3. Global pig meat trade developments
With the prospect of reducing supplies in the months ahead, EU pig  

prices are expected to show a steady increase during the latter  

months of 2012. The outlook in global markets is less 

certain as production is increasing in a number of key 

markets and, inevitably, political, animal disease and 

currency factors will have a bearing on developments.

Competition in the SE Asia markets will hot up, as  

exports from the US and Canada are expected to increase.

Brazilian exporters are hoping to improve their access to the 

Chinese and other new markets but are still locked in dispute with 

both the Russian and EU veterinary authorities. 

China made the headlines during 2011 and pork imports also reached a new high. Prices have 

fallen back significantly since the beginning of 2012. While imports of the more traditional 

pig meat cuts has been affected, the demand for offals and ‘fifth quarter’ products is expected  

to remain strong.

The news that supplies of UK pork and pig meat products had finally obtained clearance 

from the Chinese veterinary authorities was was widely reported in the national media:  

BBC News   Financial Times   Guardian   Telegraph

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-18108545
http://www.ft.com/home/europe
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2012/may/18/uk-pork-deal-china?newsfeed=true
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/9270151/Britain-sells-thousands-of-pigs-to-China-in-export-push.html
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4. 2013 update
During April BPEX launched a report (‘Market  

Impact of EU Regulations on Group Housing  

of Sows’) examining some possible market 

scenarios following the EU ban on use of 

sow stalls for pregnant sows in January 2013  

– all of which pointed to a significant reduc-

tion in EU pig supplies in the coming year.

The strong campaigning continued through 

May and BPEX launched a new website 

(‘Countdown to 1-1-13’) to provide ‘regular 

updates’ on issues relating to the EU stall ban.

The Danish position in relation to the 2013  

stall ban, and the expectation of full compli- 

ance by producers in Denmark, was discussed  

at length in a special feature in the Meat 

Trades Journal. A number of the articles can 

be accessed at Global Meat News – they  

appear in the ‘Spotlight’ area in the top right  

hand corner of the page – numbers 2, 3, 4 

and 5.

The debate about confinement of sows 

during pregnancy has spread beyond the EU  

borders. In the US, retailer Safeway and fast 

food operators, Burger King, MacDonald’s  

and Wendy’s all announced plans to phase 

out the use of sow stalls from their supply 

chains. Australian pig producers have agreed  

to phase out sow stalls but by 2017, while 

retailer Coles plan to stop taking pig meat 

from suppliers using stalls by 2014.

http://www.bpex.org.uk/article.aspx?id=302042
http://www.bpex.org.uk/article.aspx?id=302042
http://www.bpex.org.uk/article.aspx?id=302042
http://www.countdownto1-1-13.co.uk/
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Livestock/Facing-post-2013-challenges
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5. Farm assurance standards challenged
Welfare standards within UK farm assurance schemes came under scrutiny recently following  

the recent publication of a benchmarking study by the animal rights advocates, Compassion 

in World Farming  - ‘Farm Assurance Schemes and Animal Welfare’.

The CIWF report compared the industry schemes operated by Assured Food Standards 

under the ‘Red Tractor’ umbrella with a range of other more specialised schemes such as 

‘Freedom Food’ and the ‘Soil Association’ organic certification.

Their analysis covered the majority of farm animal species including pigs, dairy and beef cattle,  

broilers and laying hens. It was based on a scoring system across a wide range of criteria. 

Schemes reaching defined points totals were awarded Gold (+90%), Silver (+70%) and 

Bronze (+50%).

In the pig sector, the ‘Soil Association’ received Silver and ‘Freedom Food’ received Bronze 

classification. Needless to say, the ‘Red Tractor’ scheme (Assured British Pigs) was ‘unclas-

sified’. In the view of the report, the ‘Red Tractor’ schemes represented little more than 

compliance with minimum legal standards and there was criticism of the permitted use of 

farrowing pens, minimum provision of environmental enrichment and mutilations such as 

tail docking and teeth clipping of piglets.

The  AFS Response said that the report was based on inaccurate information and ignored 

the improvement in real welfare standards achieved by uptake of independently monitored  

farm assurance schemes over the last few years. They also pointed out that the ‘ideal’ welfare  

standards of the CIWF report were predicated on outdoor or extensive production systems, 

which largely ignored the welfare and environmental benefits achieved in well managed 

indoor systems.

The NPA have said they are exploring the possibility of setting up a ‘Whistleblower Hotline’  

– to head off further exposés of welfare abuse by animal rights organisations such as the recent  

cases brought to light by Animal Equality , according to a recent report in Farmers Weekly.

http://www.ciwf.org.uk/what_we_do/labelling/standards_analysis_report.aspx
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/freedomfood
http://www.soilassociation.org/certification
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/latest-news/trade/red-tractor-response-to-ciwf-report/
http://www.animalequality.net/
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/01/05/2012/132673/Pig-sector-plans-abuse-hotline.htm
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6. Boar taint and meat quality matters
The Danish Pig Research Centre, in conjunction with the Department  

of Food Science at Copenhagen University, is attempting to locate 

the genes responsible for ‘boar taint’. The three year project will use 

genome selection to find ways to reduce the number of pigs which 

develop the odour as well as to create tools that can predict the risk 

of taint. 

In addition to identifying the genetic markers for ‘boar taint’ in Land-

race, Yorkshire and Duroc, the relationship between ‘boar taint’ and  

production traits and fertility in boars will be mapped. It is important 

that this is clarified before including the attributes in selection for 

breeding. 

The debate about castration of male piglets has been gathering 

momentum in EU circles recently and the Danish pig industry were 

signatories to the ‘European Declaration on Alternatives to Surgical 

Castration of Pigs’, which involves a commitment to ending castration  

by January 2018. However, there remains much to do in finding  

alternatives to castration in minimising the risk of ‘boar taint’ entering  

the food chain and gaining acceptance of any new approaches within  

the international pig meat trade.

Danish researchers will shortly be publishing some exciting work in  

the efforts to find tastier and more tender pork. Their research onvol- 

ved testing meat from crossing traditional Danish breeds – Duroc 

and Hampshire/Yorkshire with more exotic bres such as the the 

Iberian and Hungarian Mangalitza pig.

More details of their research can be found on the Aarhus University  

website.

Hungarian Manglaitza pig

Iberian pig

http://agrsci.au.dk/en/nyheder/artikel/meat-from-new-pig-breeds-is-tender-and-delicious/
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7. Diet and health debate
The Department of Health announced a three month consultation 

on proposals for the food industry to adopt a ‘common’ system for 

health labelling on front of pack – indicating levels of fat, sugar and 

salt as well as calorie content of pre-packed foods.

Although it is recognised that around 80% of pre-packed food already  

carry nutritional information, there are many different systems in  

use. The consultation will inevitably resurrect the debate on whether  

‘traffic lights’ or ‘guideline daily amounts’ (GDAs) are the most helpful 

and meaningful way of presenting this information. The announce-

ment was widely covered in the national and trade press : 

Independent    Daily Mail   Grocer

The Centre for Food Policy published a report suggesting that putting  

a 20% tax on sugary drinks and other ‘unhealthy’ foods, while at the 

same promoting fruit and vegetables, could save 2,700 deaths from 

heart attacks every year.

Independent   Mirror   Food Navigator

The study referred to the ‘fat tax’ which was introduced in Denmark 

in October 2011 and applied to all foods with a saturated fat content  

above 2.3%. In the opinion of the food and farming industry, the tax 

is regarded as an irrelevant administrative burden as the costs of 

collecting the tax are borne by processors and importers. It is viewed 

more as a means of raising tax revenues than a considered measure 

to improve public health

The Consumer Association published a report showing a huge variety  

in the fat and salt content of pre-packed sandwiches sold in super-

markets.

Sun   Daily Telegraph

The publication of the report miraculously coincided with British 

Sandwich Week during which the sandwich industry celebrated the 

250th year anniversary of this great British institution.

http://www.independent.co.uk/hei-fi/news/supermarkets-join-food-experts-in-new-bid-to-tackle-uk-obesity-7745624.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2143613/Traffic-light-health-labels-food-tackle-Britains-obesity-epidemic.html
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/topics/health/universal-health-labelling-scheme-back-on-the-cards/229068.article
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/fat-tax-call-over-unhealthy-foods-7756672.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/fat-tax-call-20-added-834856
http://www.foodnavigator.com/Science-Nutrition/Sin-taxes-must-raise-food-prices-by-20-for-any-effect-argue-experts/?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily&c=zsGry1ilymAPbwOFxbH%2FHA%3D%3D
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/woman/health/health/article4321323.ece
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/foodanddrink/9270810/Which-research-reveals-sandwiches-from-some-retailers-contain-twice-as-much-salt.html
http://www.lovesarnies.com/yum/
http://www.lovesarnies.com/yum/
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8. Noma scores a ‘hat-trick’
Noma restaurant in Copenhagen, pioneer 

of th New Nordic Cuisine, was the winner 

of the San Pellegrino ‘The World’s 50 Best 

Restaurants’ award for the third year running.

http://www.noma.dk/
http://www.newscancook.com/home/new-scandinavian-cooking-manifesto/new-nordic-cuisine/
http://www.theworlds50best.com/
http://www.theworlds50best.com/

