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1. Getting better all the time
The Danish pig industry launched a new strategy for improved  

welfare during 2010, encompassing many areas of pig production, 

such as lowering rates of mortality, development of loose housing  

systems for sows and reducing use of antibiotic medicines with greater  

focus on animal health and management improvements.

As the issues surrounding the impending ban on sow stalls continued  

to dominate the headlines, the first report on the progress of the  

implementation of the new Danish industry strategy identified some  

welcome improvements in several other key areas.

Sow mortality fell to 13.7%, compared to the level of 15.2% in 2008,  

with a similar reduction in piglet mortality also being identified. 

The report also recorded better use of hospital pens and use of 

antibiotics in 2011 was around 20% lower than the previous year.

“I’m pleased that we now have documentation in place to show that 

pig producers are doing their best to ensure high welfare standards 

for their livestock. We have kick-started a trend in our industry that 

we can be proud of and our efforts will continue,” says Lindhart B. 

Nielsen, the Chairman of the Danish Pig Research Centre. 

“We will also pursue our welfare objectives through research and  

development and we will continue to inform our members about 

new insights from our research programmes and ensure they under-

stand all the implications of new welfare regulations. At the same 

time, we have the option of increasing controls on those who fall 

below our standard. Our work is focused on ensuring a good life for 

the pig so that pig producers can run their farms and our customers  

and their consumers can be assured of the highest standards of 

meat quality.” 

http://www.pigresearchcentre.dk/
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The DAPP price estimates showed that pig prices were stable for 

most of June as the weakening Euro inevitably put a brake on fur-

ther upward movement. There was little change in the cost of feed 

raw materials which remained at historically high levels.

As UK pig meat production increased during the first quarter of 

2012, there was a corresponding reduction in imports of pork and 

bacon. Shipments from Denmark showed a small reduction.

2. UK market review

Source : HMRC/GTI

UK Pig Meat Imports 

000 Tonnes 

Jan/Mar 2011 2012
 

Pork

Denmark 25.6 24.9

Germany 12.2 14.1

Netherlands 14.9 10.6

Ireland 12.0 7.4

Belgium 9.6 6.2

Spain 4.0 5.0

France 8.1 4.8

Other 2.3 2.4
 

Total 88.7 75.4

Bacon

Denmark 30.0 29.6

Netherlands 30.2 23.8

Germany 7.6 8.9

Ireland 1.0 1.2

Other 3.4 1.8
 

Total 72.2 65.3

BPEX published their Annual Technical Report for 2011/12.

The report showed that the cost of production rose to 146p per kg 

according to the latest information – compared to the EU average 

of 137p and 121p in Denmark. Regarding the critical measure of 

efficiency – pigs reared per sow year – the figure rose from 22.5 to 

23.7 pigs, compared to over 27 pigs in Denmark and Holland.

http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DappEuroSpec.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DAPPvsfeedpriceratio.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DAPPvsfeedpriceratio.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/AboutBpex/AnnualReport/default.aspx
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3. Global pig meat trade developments
Prices appeared to be under some pressure in a number of key 

markets in recent weeks. However some recovery is still forecast for 

the latter part of 2012.

 

Lower prices in China resulted in official market intervention by the 

authorities and producers were urged to cutback production.

Although Brazil has been identified as an increasingly important  

supplier to global markets in the longer term, pig industry represen-

tatives called for action by government to improve pig producers’ 

current difficulties.

However EU pig meat exports to global markets increased during 

the first quarter, but exports from Denmark were down by 10% 

compared to the previous year. Russia and SE Asia remained the 

primary destination for exports, with rapidly expanded tonnages 

shipped to China. Sales to South Korea fell back as the domestic 

industry recovered from the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease in 

early 2011.

The potential risks of the spread of African Swine Fever (a highly 

contagious pig disease carried by ticks) in Russia were highlighted at 

the recent  World Meat Congress.

EU Pig Meat Exports by Country of Origin 

000 Tonnes 

Jan/Mar 2011 2012

Denmark 158.5 143.2

Germany 146.7 200.2

Netherlands 69.7 59.8

France 60.7 57.8

Spain 72.4 106.4

Poland 55.9 67.7

Other 227.0 159.6
 

Total 728.1 794.7

EU Pig Meat Exports by Country of Destination 

000 Tonnes 

Jan/Mar 2011 2012

Russia 196.9 203.2

Hong Kong 126.7 125.2

China 55.0 116.0

Japan 57.1 53.6

South Korea 64.0 49.9

Other 228.4 246.8
 

Total 728.1 794.7

Source : EU Commission

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/home/en/news_archive/2012_FAO_engages_industry_at_World_Meat_Congress.html
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4. 2013 update
Strong campaigning by British pig industry interests continued in June,  

and regular updates were published via the new BPEX website 

(‘Countdown to 1-1-13’).

Market information suggested that pig production is already declining  

in many EU Member States, and the prospect of the introduction of 

new EU rules next year will inevitably play a part in accelerating this 

trend. The Spanish Ministry of Agriculture suggested that 10% of 

their country’s pig producers would exit the industry this year.

A new report from the EU Commission suggested that 18 countries 

expected to be fully compliant with the new rules: 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, 

Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Malta, 

Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and the UK.

Over 90% compliance was forecast for Austria, Finland, Greece, 

Poland, Slovenia. No figures were available for France and Italy.

These figures were greeted with a degree of scepticism by pig indu-

stry interests here as figures for certain Member States conflicted  

with other information which has become available in recent months.

The French pig producers’ organization, ‘Organisation Nationale des 

Eleveurs de Porcs’, requested a postponement of the implementation  

of the new rules and it was reported that the Irish government are 

to approach the EU for a derogation until September 2013.

At a meeting convened by DEFRA the major retailers and foodservice  

operators pledged to ensure that they would only source pig meat 

from compliant systems, via their respective trade organisations, the 

British Retail Consortium and the British Hospitality Association. This 

development was widely reported in the trade and farming press : 

Meat Trades Journal  Farmers Weekly.  

As the EU Commision advised 10 Member states of the introduction 

of legal proceedings if the did not take steps to ensure compliance 

with the requirement for ‘enriched cages’ for egg production, Com-

passion in World Farming estimated that 14% of EU eggs are still 

produced in ‘illegal’ systems.

http://www.countdownto1-1-13.co.uk/
http://www.meatinfo.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/14138/Food_organisations_pledge_to_avoid_illegal_pork.html
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/20/06/2012/133482/British-retailers-vow-to-only-sell-39legal39-pork.htm
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/laying_hens/last_chance_for_noncompliant_countries.aspx
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/laying_hens/last_chance_for_noncompliant_countries.aspx
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5. ‘Farming Delivers’
The National Farmers Union announced a new three year campaign  

‘Farming Delivers’ to support British produce and promote all the 

wider benefits brought by the farming industry to the country as a 

whole.

The NFU Chairman, Peter Kendall, pushed the case for a more 

enlightened view on development of large scale, intensive production 

units to allow the country to improve its self-sufficiency in many 

staple foodstuffs. His speech received significant coverage in the 

national and trade press: see these links Guardian  Farmers Weekly. 

These developments have been consistently opposed by NGOs and 

pressure groups, despite the clear evidence of their high welfare and 

environmental standards.

The campaign mirrors a similar initiative launched by the Danish 

Agriculture & Food Council during 2011 to highlight the economic 

contribution made by Denmark’s food and farming industry. The 

campaign entitled ‘Den Nye Fortælling’ (‘A New Story’) uses a series 

of unusual and unfamiliar ‘stories’ to demonstrate what the country’s  

farming industry offers to Danish society.

http://www.farmingdelivers.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jun/05/uk-needs-super-farms-says-nfu?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.fwi.co.uk/Articles/06/06/2012/133252/Kendall-Super-farms-needed-in-the-UK.htm
http://www.agricultureandfood.dk/News_and_Press/A_new_way.aspx#.T-r8Q46rM9F
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6. GMOs back in the public domain
GM protestors were recently responsible for vandalising a GM wheat  

trial at the Rothamsted Research Centre in Hertfordshire. It preceded  

what had originally been planned as an orderly protest against the 

resumption of GM trials, under the campaign banner of ‘Take the 

Flour Back’. 

The incident re-opened the debate about the use of GM technology  

and the rationale for using biotechnologies as part of the solution to  

meeting the challenges of feeding a world population which is fore-

cast to grow from 7 to 9 billion by 2050. Much of the media coverage 

was highly critical of the protestors actions, recognising that GM 

technology must have a larger role to play in ensuring adequate 

food supplies in the future, and emphasizing the need to properly 

explain the real benefits the technologies might deliver.

Guardian  Daily Express  Daily Telegraph  

http://taketheflourback.org/
http://taketheflourback.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/the-lay-scientist/2012/may/30/1?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/322911/Police-repel-anti-GM-protest
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/agriculture/geneticmodification/9278916/Witless-GM-vandalism.html
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7. Environment matters
A recent report published by the World Wildlife Fund, entitled The 

Living Planet Report, claimed that Denmark had one of the world’s 

highest ‘ecological footprints’.

However, the report took no account of the fact that Denmark has a  

large food and farming industry – and that a country with a popula-

tion of 5 million produces sufficient food for around 15 million persons.

It also overlooked the fact that Danish agriculture can point to some 

significant achievements in reducing the environmental impact of 

its food production and compares very favourably in this area with 

many of its international competitors. As far as the pig industry is 

concerned, Denmark produces two pigs today with the same environ- 

mental impact of a single pig in 1985.

The Danish pig producers achievments in reducing their ‘carbon 

footprint’ were listed in a recently published report ‘Pigs and the 

environment – how the global pork business is reducing its impact’, 

The report was produced for the International Meat Secretariat and 

can be downloaded from the BPEX website.

http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/living_planet_report/
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/living_planet_report/
http://www.bpex.org/articles/302200/Global_Pig_Industry_Takes_the_Lead__7_June_2012.aspx
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8. A right royal party
Pig meat products such as pork pies and sausage rolls enjoyed a 

bonanza as the nation partied to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee.

To celebrate the occasion, market research company, Mintel, 

published a survey highlighting the major changes in our national 

diet over the last 40 years, including the decline in cooked breakfasts  

with bacon and eggs – needless to say, the Sun challenged the Mintel 

view with the headline ‘English fry up will never be toast’.

While there is no doubting that cooked breakfasts have declined in 

frequency of servings – now more of a weekend treat than a weekday  

staple – bacon as a sandwich ingredient remains as popular as ever.

This years winner of the Hovis 'Ultimate British Sandwich' was the 

“Blue Scotsman” containing Brodick Blue cheese and Ayrshire dry 

cured bacon.

http://www.mintel.com/blog/mintel-media-weeks-highlights-50
http://www.ultimatebritishsandwich.com/finalists/winner.aspx

