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1. Pig numbers up 
The results of the December pig census showed a modest 1% increase  

in overall pig numbers in Denmark. Perhaps the most interesting  

statistic was the 2% increase in the breeding herd and a 10% increase  

in the numbers of ‘maiden gilts’, which may be an indication that 

Danish pig farmers now have a more confident view of future market 

prospects.

Danish pig production was virtually unchanged during 2013 at just 

over 29 million pigs, and is forecast to grow to 29.4 million in 2014. 

However, exports of weaners increased to 9.6 million head in 2013 

and current forecasts suggest that the total may rise to 10 million 

head in 2014. Germany remains the principal market for Danish 

weaner exports but sales to Poland rose significantly during last year,  

following a significant drop in sow numbers in the country. As a result,  

the availability of pigs for slaughter in Denmark is expected to fall, 

albeit modestly, to 18.9 million head in 2014.

There is still much debate about differing pig production standards 

in the EU Member States. The Danish Agriculture and Food Council 

recently updated its report, comparing standards among the main 

pig meat suppliers to the UK market – Denmark, England, Holland 

and Germany. The report is based upon information in the public 

domain about pig and pig meat production in these four countries. 

Most pig meat arriving on the UK market comes from assured farms 

and production sites, which are subject to independent third-party 

auditing. 

However, there are still significant differences in the approaches 

adopted in each country. British producers would highlight welfare 

standards and the absence of confinement systems for pregnant 

sows since 1999. Danish producers would point to the action taken 

to eliminate unnecessary use of antibiotics in pig production and 

the whole chain approach to control zoonoses, such as salmonella, 

as well as the stricter environmental legislation applying in their 

country.

A copy of the report (‘A view of European pig production’) may be 

downloaded from the DAFC website.

Source: Statistics Denmark

http://www.agricultureandfood.co.uk/Current_issues/Publications.aspx
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The AHDB 2014 Outlook Conference took place in London on 12th 

February. The conference reviewed the prospects for the British live-

stock and dairy industries in the coming year.

The conference presented a generally optimistic picture for British pig 

producers over the next year or so. Most producers have been enjoying 

better profitability for some months now as pig prices rose sharply and 

feed prices fell back during the second half of 2013. Current indications  

are that the price of most cereals and soya will remain at these levels for 

the foreseeable future.  

As reported in Pig World and elsewhere, the December census results in 

key EU Member States suggested that the breeding herd was now 2% 

lower than the previous year, with only Denmark and Holland, among 

the main pig producing countries, showing any increase in numbers. With  

only a modest recovery of EU production expected during 2014, supplies  

to the UK market will remain relatively tight over the year as a whole.

Despite the improvement in profitability, BPEX do not expect any sig-

nificant expansion of the UK breeding herd in 2014, as most producers 

will use their improved cash-flow to pay down previous indebtedness. 

The unpredictability of feed prices and ‘vulnerable’ margins may yet be 

factors affecting British producers’ confidence in the future. However, 

domestic pig slaughtering and pig meat production will show a modest 

increase in the coming year, as productivity will continue to improve.

It was forecast that the UK breeding herd would rise from 412,000 sows 

currently to 425,00 by 2015.

Although a stronger £ may limit export opportunities in the coming  

months, BPEX reported that exports of British pig meat reached 

256,000 tonnes during 2013, the highest level achieved since the year 

2000, just before several key export markets closed their doors to  

exports in the wake of the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease.

In this connection, it was widely reported in the trade press that Tulip 

was completing a £37m investment to upgrade its UK facilities and 

would be in a strong position to take advantage of the recent re-opening 

of the Chinese market for exports of British pig meat.  

• Food Manufacture

•	 Global Meat News

•	 Pig World

•	 Grocer 

However, the BPEX presentation also highlighted a number of ‘wild cards’,  

which may affect current expectations – not least the outbreak of pig 

diseases in Russia and the US (see ‘ASF and PEDV update’).

All the presentations made at the Outlook Conference may be accessed 

at this link.

2. Improving outlook

Source: AHDB Market Intelligence

Source: Eurostat

http://www.pig-world.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/6701/Small_decline_in_EU_pig_herd.html?utm_source=newsletter_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BWeekly%2BIssue%2B216
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303426/Milestone_For_Pork_Exports__20_February_2014.aspx
http://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Business-News/Tulip-targets-pork-exports-with-37M-investment?utm_source=RSS_text_news&utm_medium=RSS%2Bfeed&utm_campaign=RSS%2BText%2BNews
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Industry-Markets/Tulip-readies-for-blossoming-trade-with-China/?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily&c=zsGry1ilymDZ%2BTom7QNIjg%3D%3D
http://www.pig-world.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/6696/Tulip_sets_its_sights_on_Chinese_expansion.html?utm_source=newsletter_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BWeekly%2BIssue%2B216
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/fresh/tulip-invests-15m-to-boost-pork-exports-to-china/354715.article?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=rss
http://www.ahdb.org.uk/news/Outlook2014.aspx
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3. aSF & PEDV update
The vulnerability of the global pig meat market to external factors, 

such as outbreaks of animal disease, has been brought into sharp 

focus in recent weeks. 

The spread of African Swine Fever (ASF) beyond Russian borders and  

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhoea Virus (PEDV) across most of the main 

pig producing areas of the US is already producing significant effects  

in the marketplace. Neither of these diseases has any implications 

for human health but both have a devastating commercial impact 

on farms where an outbreak occurs, frequently resulting in 100% 

mortality among certain categories of pigs.  

African Swine Fever is a highly contagious pig disease often resulting 

in nearly 100% mortality. The disease is spread directly via pig-to-pig  

contact or indirectly through equipment, lorries or people who have 

been working with pigs. Ticks or other insects may also spread ASF. 

Pigs may also contract the disease by eating pig meat products 

contaminated with the African Swine Fever Virus (ASFV). Although 

the ASFV can remain in pig products and the environment for a con-

siderable time, it solely causes disease in pigs and does not present  

a health risk to humans.

The disease is endemic in a number of African countries. It has been 

recorded in a number of European countries but has been success-

fully eradicated, apart from the island of Sardinia. 

A recent outbreak began in Georgia in 2007 and initially spread within  

Russian borders. More recently the disease has spread to a number 

of countries on Russian borders – Belarus and Ukraine. In January,  

ASF was detected in wild boar in Lithuania and, subsequently, in  

Poland.  As both countries are EU Member States, the agreed proto-

cols were put immediately in place to prevent further spread of the 

disease. 

However, the Russian authorities quickly initiated a ban on all imports  

of pig meat from the EU. This action was adjudged to be wholly 

disproportionate by the EU authorities, who have been actively 

engaged in resolving the problem. The EU exported over 700,000 

tonnes of pig meat and pig by-products to Russia during 2013, 

accounting for around a quarter of all exports outside the EU. These 

restrictions have already resulted in a decline in pig prices in most 

EU countries. At the time of writing, it was hoped that 6 EU countries 

(Portugal, France, Spain, Italy, Holland and Denmark) would be able 

to resume supplies to the Russian market, providing they were able 

to supply the Russian authorities with evidence of adequate meas-

ures in place to prevent and contain any ASF outbreak.

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Disease_cards/ASF-EN.pdf
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ASF has never been recorded in a Danish pig. In serological tests 

undertaken by the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration in 

2011, no ASF antibodies were found in the 3,000 samples tested.

Denmark has a range of strict biosecurity measures in place to prevent  

the entry of ASF or other animal diseases into the country. This 

includes thorough cleaning and disinfection of lorries entering Den-

mark. The Danish Pig Research Centre recently re-issued detailed 

advice to farmers regarding the maintenance of biosecurity measures  

on their pig units, including recommendations on the construction 

of collection facilities for pigs and specific hygiene precautions to 

prevent the introduction of infectious diseases to the farm. 

Although the Porcine Epidemic Diarrhoea Virus was originally iden-

tified in Asia in the 1980s, it was unknown in the US pig industry  

until its existence was confirmed in Iowa in May last year. It is a highly  

contagious and virulent disease, especially in younger piglets, where 

100% mortality is the norm. The usual route of infection is from 

animal to animal but it may also be spread by other indirect means, 

such as farm equipment, delivery vehicles and possibly via feed. 

Despite the efforts to intensify hygiene and biosecurity procedures, 

PEDV has now been recorded in 25 States and more recently 3 pro-

vinces in Canada. Unofficial estimates suggest that around 4 million  

pigs may have already died from the virus. Although a vaccine is now  

available, the PEDV outbreak has caused the USDA to revise down 

its forecasts for US pig production in 2014, with a consequent effect 

on quantities of pig meat becoming available for export.

3. aSF & PEDV update continued

http://vetmed.iastate.edu/sites/default/files/vdpam/Disease_Topics/PED-virus-fact-sheet-5-17-13.pdf
http://www.themeatsite.com/meatnews/23792/pedv-hits-canada-what-happens-next
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/02/20/usa-hogs-virus-idUKL2N0LP2FL20140220
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4. Waste not, want not 
In January, Friends of the Earth published a ‘Meat Atlas’ calling for 

a “radical transformation” of livestock production on a global basis. 

This was swiftly followed by the much heralded launch of a book 

entitled ‘Farmageddon - the true cost of cheap meat’. 

One of its authors was Philip Lymbery, the CEO of Compassion in 

World Farming and the book contained many familiar themes, con-

demning many aspects of modern intensive farming systems, under 

the heading of ‘factory farming’. Needless to say the publication of 

Farmageddon resulted in a fair amount of comment in predictable 

quarters. 

•		 Daily Mail 

•		 Guardian 

The Chairman of the National Farmers Union, Peter Kendall, summa- 

rised the main concerns of modern farming interests in a letter to 

the Daily Mail, that ‘big’ doesn’t necessarily mean ‘bad’ and that all 

agriculture must be allowed to make the necessary investments 

in new technologies in order to meet the challenges of feeding a 

rapidly growing and more affluent world population.

The Danish farming industry is of a similar view that the conditions 

for farming to make these much needed investments must be met 

and also is keen to highlight that more efficient production of food 

invariably secures a crucial reduction in its environmental impact. 

Danish pig farmers point out that today’s pork chop is produced with  

less than half the environmental impact of that produced in 1985.

BPEX recently published a report ‘Positive Progress’ highlighting 

that the British pig industry had succeeded in reducing its Green-

house Gas (GHG) emissions by 26% in the four years from 2008 to 

2012 – already having exceeded its 2020 target. These gains had 

been achieved through improved feed efficiency, larger litter sizes, 

reduction in use of soya in feed and greater use of food industry 

co-products.

There has been much debate in recent months regarding the adop-

tion of more traditional methods of feeding pigs recycled kitchen 

wastes. A new campaign ‘The Pig Idea’ was launched by food writer, 

Tristram Stuart, calling for action to reintroduce the feeding pigs 

with the edible food wastes, which are currently sent to landfill sites.

The practice of swill feeding was made illegal in the UK and subse-

quently the EU as whole, after the outbreaks of Classical Swine Fever  

and Foot & Mouth disease in the UK, where it was suspected that 

waste food may have been their cause.

https://www.foe.co.uk
https://www.foe.co.uk/blog/worlds-first-global-meat-atlas-facts-figures-about-what-we-eat
http://www.raw.info/farmageddon
http://www.raw.info/farmageddon
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2545647/Farm-ageddon-No-birds-No-bees-Our-countryside-laid-waste-And-billions-animals-never-blade-grass-book-warns-terrifying-threat-todays-gram-mega-farms.html
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/jan/29/farmageddon-cost-cheap-meat-lymbery-review
http://www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/setting-the-record-straight-farm-ageddon/
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303363/Pig_Industry_Slashes_GHG_Emissions__22_January_2014.aspx
http://thepigidea.org
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The NPA, while supporting the principle of reducing food waste, 

have expressed concerns about the reintroduction of recycled food 

for pigs, highlighting this potential disease risk as well as the fact that 

the pig industry is already a major user of food industry by-products.

A body called WRAP (Waste and Resources Action Programme) was 

established by the government in 2000 to promote measures for 

recycling and the reduction in overall levels of waste. 

Their recent report  ‘Household food and drink waste in UK 2012’ 

suggested that nearly twelve million tonnes of food was wasted 

in the UK and much of that was ‘avoidable’ or ‘possibly avoidable’.

However, levels of ‘avoidable waste’ have declined by 21% since 2007. 

At a recent WRAP conference ‘Fresher for longer’, it was highlighted 

that “approximately 60% of household food waste arises from 

products not used in time, mainly perishable or short-life products, 

with a value of around £6.7 billion”.

On a global scale, the authors of Farmageddon estimate that 56% 

of the world’s ‘edible crop harvest’ is wasted – but, in their calculations,  

26% is ‘conversion loss’ due the diversion of crops to feed livestock 

for meat!

4. Waste not, want not continued 

http://www.wrap.org.uk
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/household-food-and-drink-waste-uk-2012
http://www.wrap.org.uk/fresherforlonger
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‘Scandimania’ seems to have gripped the UK in recent years – not 

just the growing interest in Nordic cookery but the success of TV 

dramas ‘The Killing’ ‘Borgen’ and ‘The Bridge’.

A new TV series on Channel 4 ‘Scandimania’, fronted by TV chef, 

Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall, began in February. In the programme, 

he visited Sweden, Denmark and Norway.

Needles to say his visit to Denmark included learning a trick or two 

from Rene Redzepi, the founder of the Noma restaurant, which 

revived the interest in local, seasonal and foraged foods. 

The programme also looked more broadly at some of the nuances 

of Danish culture and society. It mentioned that the Danes were 

No.1 in the World Happiness Report 2013  and how trust and ‘hygge’  

(‘cosiness’) permeates life in Denmark as opposed to our own more 

adversarial culture.

However, elsewhere, “Scandimania” appears to be turning into 

“Scandifatigue” as reflected in “The Almost Perfect People – The 

truth behind the Nordic Miracle”. The author is Michael Booth, who 

lived in Denmark for 10 years and has a Danish wife. His book seeks 

to puncture the bubble of Scandi-hype… the Danes may be the  

happiest people in the world but they forgot to tell you that they’re 

also the world’s second highest users of anti-depressants.

Denmark’s reputation also took another recent bashing over the 

treatment of Marius, now the world’s most famous giraffe. Surplus 

to requirements at Copenhagen zoo, Marius was put down and the 

post-mortem was broadcast live on the internet as well as watched 

by a live audience, including children, before the meat was fed to 

the lions. The very ‘matter of fact’ interview given by the zoo director,  

Bengt Holst, to Channel 4 will have done little to assuage the sensi-

bilities of an animal-loving British audience.

•		 BBC News 

•		 Daily Mail

•		 Daily Mirror 

•		 Guardian

But, fear not, the cavalry is at hand. The Vikings will be back in London  

in March, as a four month ‘Vikings: Life and Legend’ exhibition opens 

at the British Museum.

5. Scandimania?

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/scandimania/episode-guide
http://www.theworlds50best.com/list/1-50-winners/noma/
http://unsdsn.org/resources/publications/world-happiness-report-2013/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Denmark
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/27/scandinavian-miracle-brutal-truth-denmark-norway-sweden?CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.channel4.com/news/giraffe-zoo-chief-i-like-animals-video
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-26098935
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2555079/Danish-zoo-kills-young-giraffe-deemed-surplus-feeds-lions.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/marius-giraffe-butchered-front-children-3129390
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/09/marius-giraffe-killed-copenhagen-zoo-protests
http://www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/exhibitions/vikings.aspx
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Special Feature :  
Keeping Salmonella at bay

1 January 2014 saw the introduction of the  

Danish Government’s fifth Salmonella Action  

Plan, the outcome of extensive negotiations  

with Denmark’s food industry. 

“The plan contains one main objective and  

that is to reduce the prevalence of Salmo-

nella bacteria on fresh carcasses to 1 per cent  

by the end of 2014,” explains Lene Lund 

Sørensen, Chief Consultant at the depart-

ment of Food Safety, Veterinary Issues and 

Risk Analysis at the Danish Agriculture & 

Food Council.

“The fourth Salmonella Action Plan carried 

the same target, but we failed to reach it by  

a very narrow margin. 1 per cent is extremely 

challenging, particularly since we have to 

maintain this level until 2017.” 

Denmark’s first Salmonella Action Plan was 

introduced in 1995, ushering in controls at all  

levels of the production chain: from the feed  

to carcass surveillance at the slaughterhouse.  

Two types of Salmonella testing at the 

slaughterhouse are carried out: a meat juice 

sample and a swab sample from the chilled 

carcass. 

The meat juice sample, taken from the neck  

of the carcass, reveals the presence of Salmo- 

nella antibodies, i.e. whether the pig has 

encountered Salmonella in the production 

unit. All carcasses are identified by a herd 

specific ID, known as the CHR number 

(Central Husbandry Number). These results 

are then used to calculate a finisher pig 

index. Depending on the results, the herd is 

assigned level 1, 2 or 3 status on a monthly 

basis. Level 1 indicates that there are no - or  

few - positive samples whereas level 3 deno- 

tes a high proportion. 

Strict penalties
“All producers are subject to a strict penalty 

system, ranging from 2% of the carcass value  

for level 2 herds, to a maximum of 8% of 

the carcass value for level 3 herds whose 

Salmonella level has remained unchanged for  

12 months,” explains Lene Lund Sørensen 

adding that pigs from level 3 herds are 

slaughtered under special conditions. The 

status of the herd is also published on the 

SPF (Specific Pathogen Free) website, a 

database containing details of the health 

status of Denmark’s pig breeding herds. 

The swab sample from the chilled carcass 

entails taking four swabs from five carcasses 

per slaughter day at every large slaughter-

house in Denmark. If more than one positive 

sample of the salmonella bacteria is found  

on the carcass within an eleven-day slaughter  

period, preventative action must be taken. 

If slaughterhouses have more than 7 or 8 

positive samples per year, this means that 

the 1 per cent target specified in the new 

Salmonella Action Plan has been exceeded. 

“This is why the 1 per cent target specified in 

the new action plan is particularly challeng- 

ing,” says Lene Lund Sørensen. 

Fully integrated plan
All herds and slaughterhouses in Denmark 

participate in the Danish Salmonella Action 

Plan. Slaughterhouses have access to infor-

mation on the salmonella levels in all herds 

irrespective of which slaughterhouse the 

producer supplies. Meat juice samples are 

taken at all Danish slaughterhouses, and all 

samples and results are handled electroni-

cally, which means that Denmark’s total pig 

production is included in the surveillance.

“Denmark is world leading in its Salmonella 

Action Plan,” says Lene Lund Sørensen. 

“This is illustrated by the Danish pig 

industry’s close and constructive dialogue 

with the authorities on all matters of food 

safety.”


