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1. Quality matters… 
The Danish Agriculture & Food Council has just published an updated  

version of the ‘Pig Industry Quality Manual’. 

This manual has proved very popular over the years and it provides 

an invaluable reference point (pp.150), describing all the quality pro-

cedures being operated throughout the Danish pig meat production  

chain – particularly in those areas affecting animal health and welfare,  

food safety and the environment.

The chapter headings are as follows:

1. Primary production

2. Transport & pre-slaughter treatment

3. Slaughter

4. Cutting & boning

5. Cross-functional controls

The publication may be downloaded from the DAFC UK website or 

a CD-Rom version may be obtained from John Howard (jnh@lf.dk).

http://www.agricultureandfood.co.uk/Current_issues/Publications.aspx#.UjqzuiirM9G
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The pig census undertaken at the beginning of July showed a small 

decline in pig numbers in Denmark compared to the previous year. 

Encouragingly, the size of the breeding herd remained stable and 

sow numbers were virtually unchanged. The main decline was in the 

number of finishing pigs held, no doubt a reflection of the increasing 

level of weaner exports.

Other data showed that the number of pig herds in Denmark was 

currently around 3,600 – compared to 4,600 in 2011. There are now  

just 2,000 sow producers remaining in Denmark, the lower figure  

reflecting the exodus of a significant number of smaller producers 

ahead of the new EU pig welfare regulations, which came into force 

on 1st January 2013.

Exports of weaners from Denmark continued to grow in the first six  

months of 2013. Although exports to Germany remained at a high 

level, increasing numbers were exported for finishing in Poland, where  

there has been a significant reduction in the sow herd in recent years. 

This trend had a knock-on effect on the number of pigs slaughtered 

in Danish abattoirs, which declined in the first half of 2013.

The decline in the number of pigs slaughtered also led to a fall in 

Danish pig meat exports. UK exports fell from 120,000 to 107,000 

tonnes in the first half year and shipments to a number of other key 

export markets also declined.

However, within the EU, shipments to Poland increased, largely 

influenced by the increasing export of weaners. Tonnages sold to 

China and Russia increased – the latter being influenced by action 

taken by the Russian veterinary authorities in blocking imports from 

factories in the US and Germany.

Some months ago, Danish Crown and Tican announced initiatives 

to support investments in building new housing for finishing pigs, in 

order to help stem the flow of weaners leaving Denmark.

More recently, the union representing Danish Crown’s slaughterhouse  

workers asked their members to vote on a proposal to sacrifice a 

percentage of their pay and pension over the next four years, to 

finance an investment of DKK 600 in pig production in Denmark. 

Together with other initiatives, it is hoped this would eventually 

boost the company’s supplies by 3 million pigs per annum and 

would therefore secure the future of the current workforce and lead 

to the creation of new employment opportunities in the industry.

At the time of writing, news had just been received that a majority 

of the workforce had turned down the proposal, with the result the 

company will now have to look at other solutions for matching its 

production capacity to the availability of pigs.

2. Weaner exports continue to grow

Figure 1  
‘000 head 2013 2012 2013 % Change

  Jul  Jul Apr Jul 13 vs Jul 12

Piglets 2,491 2,476 2,520 +0.6

Weaners 5,356 5,382 5,162  -0.5

Finishers 3,159 3,307 3,093  -4.5

Boars 11 13 11 -15.0

Sows 1,234  1,232 1,226 n/c

Total 12,251 12,410 12,019 -1.3

Figure 3  
Danish Pig Meat Exports 

Jan – Jun  ‘000 Tonnes 2012 2013

Germany 297 295

Poland 102 115

UK 120 107

Italy 58 56

Other EU 89 83

Total EU  666 656

  

China (incl Hong Kong) 100 107

Russia 52 61

Japan 68 56 

Other Third Country 76 66

Total Third Country 296 290

Total 962 946

Figure 2  
Jan - Jun 2011 2012 2013

Weaner exports (m.head) 3.8 4.6 4.8

Pig slaughterings (m.head) 10.5 9.8 9.5

Source: Danmarks Statistik

Source: Danmarks Statistik

Source: Danmarks Statistik

http://www.danishcrown.com/News-and-Press/News/Slaughterhouse-workers-to-invest-in-pig-production.aspx
http://www.danishcrown.com/News-and-Press/News/No-to-visionary-proposal-from-Danish-Crowns-employee-representatives.aspx
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As previously reported, the lack of investment in modern pig finishing  

capacity in Denmark has been a major factor behind the growth of  

weaner exports – exacerbated by the cost burdens of strict environ- 

mental legislation imposed on Danish pig farmers, which have placed  

them at a competitive disadvantage to their German counterparts.

During August, the Danish government put forward a large number 

of possible projects to help reduce the country’s carbon emissions, 

which may help Denmark to reach its target of 40% reduction in 

emissions by 2020 compared to the 1990 level. The EU’s target is a 

20% reduction compared to 1990. 

The government has identified four categories through which the 

cuts can be made: transport, environment, energy and agriculture. 

Among the proposals affecting agriculture is for a tax to be levied on 

all livestock manure that has not been treated at a biogas plant. An 

alternative proposal is that all slurry tanks should have a fixed cover 

and all slurry from new housing units should be acidified in order to 

reduce ammonia emissions. 

In a response to the government’s climate plan, the Vice-Chairman of  

the Danish Agriculture & Food Council, Lars Hvidtfeldt, said: “We’ve 

already delivered a massive improvement and as an industry, we 

can provide some of the world’s most climate friendly food products.  

But the measures that the government has proposed in their climate  

plan will cost agriculture dear and will impact on employment, exports  

and the economy in general. “

He pointed out that because of the necessary longer term measures 

in the environmental area, there are no quick solutions available. 

However, the industry is working on just such initiatives within research,  

technology development as well as operational and management 

solutions that can further reduce environmental and climate impact.  

New figures published by the Danish Agriculture & Food Council 

point to the fact that agriculture is now far ‘greener’ and more eco-

efficient than in 1990. Within 23 years, agriculture has succeeded in 

reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 23%. At the same time, 

emissions of phosphorus and nitrogen have declined, whereas food 

production has increased by 18 per cent.  

2. Weaner exports continue to grow continued

Vice-Chairman of the Danish Agriculture & Food Council, Lars Hvidtfeldt
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3. Fewer pigs on the horizon
Pig prices across Europe reached record levels during the summer 

months but, for the moment, prices seem to be coming under pres-

sure, especially on mainland Europe.

Data recently published by the EU Commission suggested that pig  

herds were now in decline across most of Europe. The most signifi-

cant indicator for future supply trends is the numbers of breeding 

animals and overall these fell by over 3%, compared to the previous  

year, with especially significant reductions in Germany (down by  

5.4%) and Spain (down by 6.5%) – evidence that significant numbers  

of producers in those countries may have left the industry ahead 

of the new EU pig welfare regulations which came into force on 1st 

January 2013. It is likely that the impact of lower sow numbers may 

be offset in part by improved productivity of those remaining in the 

industry.

Other figures released by the EU Commission suggested that EU pig 

slaughtering fell by just over 1% in the first six months of the year, 

with significant differences among the various Member States:

Chart 1   
EU Pig slaughtering 

Jan – Jun m.head 2012 2013 % Change

Belgium 5.8 5.9 +3

Denmark 9.7 9.5 -3

France 12.1 11.8 -3

Germany 28.8 29.2 +1

Holland 7.2 7.0 -3

Italy 6.4 6.6 +3

Poland 10.0 9.3 -7

Spain 21.0 20.7 -2

UK 5.0 5.1 +1

Other EU 16.8 16.6 -2

EU-27 123.0 121.6 -1

Source: EU Commission
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4. It’s just not British!
British farming and especially meat industry interests, have continued  

to promote themselves as a more trusted source of food supply, 

following the ‘Horsegate’ debacle earlier this year. 

During August, the National Farmers Union launched a ‘Back British 

Farming’ charter, to try and redress the country’s trade imbalance 

in food. Their publicity highlighted that “British food supplies would 

run out on 14th August, if all the food produced in Britain was stored  

and eaten from 1st January onwards.”

They called on government, retailers, the foodservice industry and 

consumers to ‘Back British Farming’ and sign the charter. Waitrose, 

the Co-op and the National Pig Association were quick to oblige. 

The NPA also highlighted that a number of retailers had reduced 

their facings of British pig meat in recent months and this may result 

in the market heading towards the next “new scandal”.

The ‘Trust the Tractor’ campaign has been running for much of the 

summer and ‘Red Tractor Pork’ has been a prominent supporter. 

On 16th September, this year’s ‘Red Tractor Week’ took to the 

airwaves with the campaign spokesman Alex James, musician and 

recently turned farmer and cheese maker.

The week got away with a ‘bang’ following the announcement via a  

BPEX Press Release that a new series of testing, called Stable Isotope  

Reference Analysis (SIRA), would be introduced alongside the existing  

auditing carried out under the Red Tractor Farm Assurance Pigs 

Scheme. SIRA is able to link a sample of pork or bacon to the geo-

graphical area of production, via isotope profiling, and, in particular, 

to provide analytical confirmation that the product was produced 

from British pigs, with a high degree of probability.

The initial analyses, conducted under the scrutiny of BBC ‘You and 

Yours’, found that one of the samples, a British-labelled Tesco Pork 

Chop, was almost certainly of Dutch provenance. The product was 

supplied to Tesco from Cranswick, from pork sourced from FA Gill.

Needless to say, the discovery provoked major media coverage, not  

to say considerable embarrassment to Tesco and their pig meat 

supply chain. Assured Food Standards described the matter as an 

“isolated case” attributable to “human error”. A selection of the media  

coverage may be accessed via these links (the BBC ‘You and Yours’ 

coverage may only be accessed via a UK registered IP address):

• BBC You and Yours
• BBC News 
• Daily Mail
• Daily Telegraph
• Independent
• The Grocer 

http://www.nfuonline.com/get-involved/back-british-farming/whats-new/the-back-british-farming-charter-explained/
http://www.nfuonline.com/get-involved/back-british-farming/whats-new/the-back-british-farming-charter-explained/
http://www.nfuonline.com/get-involved/back-british-farming/whats-new/sign-the-back-british-farming-charter-today/
http://www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/waitrose-praises-nfu-back-british-campaign/
http://www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/co-op-backs-british-on-key-lines/
http://www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/were-backing-britain-says-npa/
http://www.nfuonline.com/news/latest-news/are-some-retailers-edging-towards-a-new-scandal/
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/trust-the-tractor/
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/?gclid=CO-Z58-m1bkCFTMRtAodhysAkg
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/site/redt/templates/gridlistsmartlists.aspx?pageid=736&cc=gb
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303141/Boost_to_Pig_Industry_Insurance_Schemes__16_September_2013.aspx
http://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/rtassurance/farm/pigs/pg_about.eb
http://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/rtassurance/farm/pigs/pg_about.eb
http://www.cranswick.plc.uk/
http://www.gillsofwolverhampton.co.uk/
http://www.redtractor.org.uk/red-tractor-response-to-traceability-technology-case-study
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b039zg2r/You_and_Yours_The_Red_Tractor_label/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-24081526
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2422351/Tesco-sells-pork-chops-labelled-British-reared-tests-shows-meat-comes-HOLLAND.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/10312182/Its-all-Double-Dutch-at-Tesco-as-British-pork-chops-come-from-overseas.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/tesco-in-trouble-over-pork-mislabelling-8820525.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/fresh/tesco-foreign-pork-chop-sold-as-british-a-one-off-industry-claims/349551.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=groceronline%40wrbm.com&utm_campaign=3085692_premium+alert+16%2f9%2f13&dm_i=131K,1U4XO,A3GZ3O,6KODE,1
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5. Antibiotic resistance
The link between overuse of antibiotics and the risk of the spread 

of antibiotic resistance is seldom out of the news for long these days. 

DEFRA recently published a report entitled ‘UK Antimicrobial 

Resistance Strategy’, outlining a 5 year strategy for a more prudent 

approach in using antibiotic medicines.

Although the report acknowledged that overuse of antibiotic medi-

cines to treat human illnesses represented the main risk in spreading 

antimicrobial resistance, it also stressed the need for better farming 

practices, as well as better management of disease, improved training 

in the prescription of antibiotics and better tracking of resistant 

bacteria.

The report received support from a number of industry organisations 

such as the British Veterinary Association, but the Soil Association 

said it would do nothing to stop the “excessive farm use of antibiotics”. 

Among initiatives taken in other countries, the Soil Association cited 

action taken in Denmark to ban use of “critically important” antibio-

tics as well as the ‘Yellow Card’ system, “which cautions farmers using 

too many antibiotics”.

The National Office of Animal Health (NOAH) is the organisation  

representing the UK animal medicines industry, who recently pro- 

duced a film to broaden the public understanding of the role of 

responsibly used medicines for maintaining animal health. The 

Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance (RUMA) is the 

body representing UK farming industries, who have drawn up Codes 

of Practice for responsible use of antibiotic medicines for individual 

livestock species and poultry.

The Pig Health & Welfare Council represents a coalition of UK pig 

industry stakeholders. Its recently published Annual Report 2012 

recognised the need for “improved monitoring of antimicrobial  

patterns in animals” and aims to reduce the overall usage of anti- 

microbials in pigs by 2020 “through improving pig health and disease 

control and elimination”.

http://www.bva.co.uk/news/3521.aspx
http://www.soilassociation.org/news/newsstory/articleid/5894/government-s-antibiotic-strategy-will-not-stop-excessive-farm-use-of-antibiotics
http://www.noah.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZhCn08k3Lo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ruma.org.uk/index.html
http://www.bpex.org.uk/R-and-D/Pig-Health/
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6. (Not) all publicity is good publicity
According to reports in the Daily Mail and Telegraph, research from 

the University of California links higher levels of consumption of 

meat and iron supplements to increased risk of Alzheimer’s disease 

in later life. Although iron is essential for proper cell function in the 

body, high levels of iron may contribute to brain tissue damage, ac-

cording to the researchers.

On the more positive side, Global Meat News tracked down a US 

research paper, which advanced the hypothesis that modern diets, 

which are low in red meat and natural fats, may be contributing 

to increasingly violent behaviour, anger and depression among US 

teenagers. The author of the paper entitled ‘Violent Behavior: A  

Solution in Plain Sight’ is Sylvia Onusic PhD and her article appeared 

in the magazine, ‘Wise Traditions in Food, Farming and the Healing 

Arts’. It is the quarterly journal of the Weston A. Price Foundation, 

who advocate a return to traditional diets based on real, nutrient 

dense foods, rather than overly processed foods, which form such a 

significant part of modern diets.

The meat industry continues to use the services of its Meat Advisory 

Panel to provide “independent and objective information about red 

meat and its role as part of a healthy, balanced diet”. The conclusions 

of a study undertaken by the British Nutrition Foundation were 

published as a document entitled ‘Red meat and the seven ages 

of man’ to highlight the valuable nutritional contribution made by 

moderate consumption of lean red meat through the most impor-

tant human life stages.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2399758/Eating-red-meat-increase-risk-Alzheimers-Scientists-warn-build-iron-damage-brain.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/10259889/Red-meat-could-raise-Alzheimers-risk.html
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Industry-Markets/Low-meat-diet-can-contribute-to-violence-finds-US-report/?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily&c=zsGry1ilymBs9w1rcflJag%3D%3D
http://www.westonaprice.org/environmental-toxins/violent-behavior-a-solution-in-plain-sight
http://www.westonaprice.org/environmental-toxins/violent-behavior-a-solution-in-plain-sight
http://www.westonaprice.org/
http://meatandhealth.redmeatinfo.com/meat-the-experts/meat-advisory-panel-map
http://meatandhealth.redmeatinfo.com/meat-the-experts/meat-advisory-panel-map
http://meatmatters.redmeatinfo.com/news/Gettingthebalanceright2.aspx
http://meatmatters.redmeatinfo.com/news/Gettingthebalanceright2.aspx
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Special Feature: Antonius – a double winner

It’s not every pig that has its own patron 

saint, but the Antonius breed is special in a  

number of respects. Named after St. Anthony,  

the protector of the “lower” animals, Antonius 

was the first of Denmark’s “speciality” pigs 

and dates back to 1976 when a gap in the 

market for premium pork products was 

identified.

In the sparsely populated region of Northern 

Jutland, Karsten Pedersen and his son, Daniel,  

keep 2,100 sows in conditions they describe  

as “the most modern in Denmark in terms 

of animal welfare”. Of the 60,000 piglets 

they produce per year, 44,000 are Antonius 

while the rest are sold under the Contract 

for Production of UK Pigs.  

When the market for Antonius increases, 

father and son want to become exclusive 

Antonius producers. “With Antonius, the 

quality of the meat is crucial, but as our farm  

is geared up for the highest of welfare 

standards, we’re also keen for this to be a 

key parameter in Antonius production,” 

explains Daniel, who graduated from agri-

cultural college in 2012.

“For us, Antonius production makes better 

sense commercially because we receive 

about DKK 20-25 more per pig (approx. 

£2.50-£ 3.00). But it’s not all about the  

bottom line. It’s also a question of feeling 

pride in the work we do.”

Freedom Farrowing
Much of that pride derives from the Freedom 

Farrowing system that the Pedersens 

installed in 2010. (Under Antonius rules, all 

sows must be in loose farrowing systems 

from 2017). “I tell my fellow farmers that if 

they want to stay in farming for the long-term,  

they should switch to Freedom Farrowing. 

This is the future. It may take some years 

before it becomes legislation in Denmark, 

but we have to bear in mind that there are 

five and a half million people in Denmark 

and 25,000 farmers – a small percentage of 

the population. Yes, we own over half the 

land, but we don’t set the rules about how 

we want to farm. The general public per-

ceives that Freedom Farrowing is a better 

system and this is what matters. I believe 

that this is the way to go and half of the 

Antonius producers have already switched 

to Freedom Farrowing.” 

The Pedersens’ farrowing pens, which are 

divided into a feeding, resting and defecating 

area, have heated floors and a sprinkler  

system to cool the sow down in summer and  

to encourage the piglets to separate from 

the sow after the first couple of days and 

retreat to their heated area. “Although our  

piglet mortality rate is around 14-15%, 

which is higher than in conventional pig 

production, we have fewer stillborn pigs,” 

says Daniel. “There’s no doubt that freedom 

farrowing gives the sow a higher standard 

of welfare.  We now need to study whether 

there are genetic reasons for some sows  

to have a tendency to crush their piglets  

– which I think there are.”  

To be an approved Antonius producer, the  

following must be complied with: no tail doc- 

king, 66% of the flooring must be non-slatted, 

piglets must be 50% Duroc and should be 

at least 28 days old before weaning, only 

organic fat should be used in feed, the pigs 

should be afforded 30% more space com-

pared to current legislation and fresh straw 

should be dispensed on a daily basis. 

The Pedersens´ production system not only

complies with all Antonius requirements,

it exceeds them in a number of respects.

For instance, fresh straw is dispensed three 

times a day.

Asked whether he would like to improve his 

farm in any way, Daniel’s answer is an un-

equivocal ‘no’. “Our intention was to make 

our farm future-proof and I think we’ve 

succeeded. I would like to see the market 

for Antonius grow, particularly beyond 

Denmark, but at the moment, I’m satisfied 

with the way things are.”  

Danish Crown has put the Antonius 
Assurance Scheme forward for a 
Compassion in World Farming Good 
Sow Commendation award. The 
submission is based on the fact that 
Antonius producers have committed 
to be farrowing-crate free by January 
2017. The result will be known later 
this year. 


