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1. back in profit… 
Despite the longer-term reduction in availability of pigs, prices across  

most of Europe declined from the record peaks achieved during the 

summer months. There was an improved supply of pigs in September 

as the very hot weather depressed growth rates during the summer 

months, resulting in a delayed rush of pigs coming onto the market. 

Consumer demand for pig meat remained subdued, as it appeared 

that higher prices were now curtailing retail offtake.

Although pig prices also fell back in Denmark, the latest research 

from the Danish Pig Research Centre confirmed that 2012 had 

proved to be a profitable year for the majority of pig farmers with 

high grain prices, while significantly adding to the cost of producing 

pigs, nevertheless proving a crucial factor in boosting the overall pro-

fitability of Danish pig farming enterprises, who run crop production 

alongside their livestock business. In particular, the top third of Danish 

famers made significant profits during the year.

The outlook for 2013 is also positive, although average profits will 

not reach the levels of the previous year. The current forecasts also 

predict that profitable pig production in Denmark will continue into 

2014 and 2015.

Bucking the trend on mainland Europe, pig prices in the UK moved 

upwards to new record levels during September and the Deadweight  

Average Pig Price (DAPP) passed through the 170p per kg mark, 

benefitting from the fall-out from ‘Horsegate’, as a number of retailers  

sought to increase their facings of British pig meat.  As grain prices 

continued to fall back, the average ‘Cost of Production’ continued 

to decline and UK producers now look set for a sustained period of 

profitable production.

Figures recently published by DEFRA showed that the number of 

UK holdings with pigs actually increased but around half of the total 

were ‘hobby farms’ with less than 10 pigs. More significantly, the  

figures showed that 80% of UK pigs were now kept in larger holdings 

of more than 1,000 pigs. 

Source: Defra
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Promotional activity undertaken by the British industry recently has  

had a strong focus on traceability and that British pork comes from 

a ‘trusted source’ - ‘Give a fork about your pork’  and ‘Trust the 

Tractor’- aiming to exploit anxiety on the part of both trade and 

consumers in the wake of the ‘Horsegate’ scandal earlier this year.

Actress, Joanna Lumley, a long-time patron of Compassion in World 

Farming, fronted a press conference at the European Parliament 

in late September, to highlight high levels of non-compliance with 

the new EU pig welfare regulations in many Member States. The 

CIWF campaign exposed ‘welfare abuses’ in Spain, Italy and Ireland 

earlier this year and the organisation recently produced a film  ‘Two 

thousand million pigs’, recalling the estimated number of pigs raised 

in ‘illegal’ systems during the last 10 years across the EU.

The CIWF campaign received public support from a number of British 

MEPs – East Midlands (Emma McClarkin), East Anglia (Vicky Ford) 

and Gloucestershire (Julie Girling).

In August, the Danish Pig Research Centre said that evidence from 

independent audits and signed affidavits by producers provided 

conclusive evidence that Denmark was fully compliant with the new 

EU rules. 

It is understood that the Danish government recently reported this  

and evidence from their own programme of audits to the EU Com-

mission, corroborating the view that Denmark was in compliance. 

It is to be hoped that the latter will accept this overwhelming evi-

dence and remove Denmark from their official list of ‘non-compliant’ 

Member States. The inclusion of Denmark on this list was based on 

the evidence of telephone research carried out among a sample 

of producers, in November 2012, nearly two months prior to the 

1st January deadline, where a small number indicated that the 

refurbishment work already undertaken on their farms may not be 

completed by the year end.

2. Degrees of compliance

http://www.channel4.com/explore/giveafork/
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/trust-the-tractor/
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/trust-the-tractor/
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/pig_farming/joanna_lumley_stands_up_for_eu_pigs.aspx
http://action.ciwf.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=119&ea.campaign.id=20836&ea.tracking.id=2d57aea1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOlQ3TgAxBg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOlQ3TgAxBg&feature=youtu.be
http://this-is-bingham.co.uk/east-mid-mep-joanna-lumley-demand-action-on-pig-welfare/
http://www.itveuropeandyou.co.uk/EN/video1409region10category16.aspx
http://www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/Gloucestershire-MEP-calls-fairness-pig-welfare/story-18013529-detail/story.html#axzz2hjh7G1erSoya
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3. Surely not…
Major media coverage followed the BPEX Press Release last month 

announcing the introduction of the new Stable Isotope Reference 

Analysis (SIRA) alongside the existing auditing carried out under the   

Red Tractor Farm Assurance Pigs Scheme. This type of analysis is 

purportedly able to link a sample of pork or bacon to the geographical 

area of production, via isotope profiling, and, in particular, to provide 

analytical confirmation that a particular product is produced from 

British pigs.

The initial analyses found that one of the 40 samples analysed, a 

British-labelled Tesco Pork Chop, was almost certainly of Dutch 

provenance. The product was supplied to Tesco from Cranswick, 

from pork allegedly sourced from FA Gill. 

The company, who were suspended by Tesco as an approved supplier  

of pork, continued to contest the finding that they had supplied this 

product to the packer, Cranswick, and that it was impossible that 

imported pork could have come from its own supply chain. At the 

time of writing, the issue remained unresolved.

• The Pigsite 
• The Grocer
• Meat Management 
• Food Manufacture 

In April this year, a trialling of the use of so called ‘welfare outcomes’ 

was introduced into the Red Tractor Farm Assurance Pigs Scheme .  

The principle behind recording ‘welfare outcomes’ is to assess welfare  

standards using an objective measurements of what the pigs show 

rather than just observing the environment in which they are kept. 

The trial was introduced for finishing pigs only and five different 

measures were required to be taken by vets in their quarterly inspec- 

tions – numbers of tail lesions and body marks, lameness, use of  

‘enrichment materials’ and the number of sick or injured pigs nor 

being kept in a special ‘hospital pen’. The scheme was called  Real 

Welfare or the BPEX ‘Welfare Outcomes’ Project.

Although many in the industry support the principle of using ‘welfare 

outcomes’ as a more comprehensive and objective assessment of 

welfare standards, there remain many practical issues to be ironed 

out in its implementation. This view was reaffirmed in a recent article 

in The PigSite and a report issued by the Farm Animal Welfare 

Committee.

BPEX recently set up a Review Group, which recently issued some 

revised  protocols to the scheme and a fuller review to be completed 

by the end of February 2014.

http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303141/Boost_to_Pig_Industry_Insurance_Schemes__16_September_2013.aspx
http://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/rtassurance/farm/pigs/pg_about.eb
http://www.cranswick.plc.uk/
http://www.gillsofwolverhampton.co.uk/
http://www.thepigsite.com/swinenews/34406/british-pork-supplier-assures-customers-of-integrity-of-pork
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/fresh/pork-supplier-fa-gill-in-dialogue-with-cranswick-and-tesco/349930.article?utm_source=groceronline%40wrbm.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=3129184_premium+alert+26%2f9%2f13&dm_i=131K,1V2HS,A3GZ3O,6OB99,1
http://meatmanagement.com/f-a-gill-ltd-adamant-it-supplies-british-pork/
http://www.foodmanufacture.co.uk/Supply-Chain/Tesco-pork-chop-row-supplier-hopeful-for-agreement/?c=PRNl53QCuPDlcAxPliet1w%3D%3D&utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily
http://assurance.redtractor.org.uk/rtassurance/farm/pigs/pg_about.eb
http://www.bpex.org.uk/R-and-D/welfare/realwelfare.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/R-and-D/welfare/realwelfare.aspx
http://www.thepigsite.com/articles/4509/what-is-the-value-of-real-welfare
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Review-of-the-implications-for-animal-welfare-of-farm-assurance-schemes.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Review-of-the-implications-for-animal-welfare-of-farm-assurance-schemes.pdf
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303146/Changes_to_Real_Welfare_Assessment_Protocols__19_September_2013.aspx
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4. DANMAP results out
The use of antibiotics in livestock production and the potential link 

with the development of antibiotic resistance continues to attract 

the attention of politicians the world over.

Last month DEFRA published a report entitled ‘UK Antimicrobial 

Resistance Strategy’, outlining a 5 year strategy for a more prudent 

approach in using antibiotic medicines. It stressed the need for 

better farming practices, as well as better management of disease, 

improved training in the prescription of antibiotics and better track-

ing of resistant  

bacteria.

In the US, whose farming industry ranks among the highest users of 

antibiotic medicines, both for animal health and growth promotion 

purposes, the debate has raged with great intensity in recent years. 

The farming industry seems to be fighting a rear-guard action to 

maintain the status quo regarding use of antibiotics but a recent  

report from the public body, ‘Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 

tion’ (‘Antibiotic Resistance Threats’) clearly identified the use of 

antibiotics in livestock as a risk to spread of antibiotic resistance and 

called for an end to their use for promoting animal growth.

In September, the DANMAP 2012 Report was published. The annual   

DANMAP report (Danish Integrated Antimicrobial Resistance Moni-

toring & Research Programme) has been published in Denmark since 

1995. It represents collaborative work between the three leading 

research centres concerned with animal health, food safety and  

human health – DTU Vet, DTU Food and the Statens Serum Institut.  

Its purpose is to provide robust data and research to inform govern-

ment policy in the area of animal and public health. The objectives 

of the report are to:

• monitor the consumption of antimicrobial agents in food  

 animals and humans

•	 to	monitor	the	occurrence	of	antimicrobial	resistance	in	bacteria	 

 isolated from food animals, food of animal origin and humans

•	 study	associations	between	antimicrobial	consumption	and	 

 antimicrobial resistance

•	 identify	routes	of	transmission	and	areas	for	further	research	 

 studies.

The data on use of veterinary antibiotics is derived from VETSTAT, 

a national database, in which every prescription of antibiotics in 

Denmark is registered, according to the farm, the category of animal 

and the type and amount of medicine prescribed, thus providing a 

comprehensive picture of veterinary medicine use in the country.

The data for 2012 showed that usage for pigs had increased to 86 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-antimicrobial-resistance-strategy-published--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-antimicrobial-resistance-strategy-published--2
http://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/threat-report-2013/
http://www.danmap.org/
http://www.vet.dtu.dk/english
http://www.food.dtu.dk/english
http://www.ssi.dk/english.aspx
https://www.foedevarestyrelsen.dk/english/Animal/AnimalHealth/Veterinary_medicine/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.foedevarestyrelsen.dk/english/Animal/AnimalHealth/Veterinary_medicine/Pages/default.aspx
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tonnes, from 82 tonnes in 2011. This total was significantly below  

the levels in 2009 and 2010, where usage topped 100 tonnes. 

During 2010, a new ‘Yellow Card’ card system was introduced by 

the authorities, where ‘above average’ users of antibiotics, identified 

via the VETSTAT database, were obliged to formally review their 

medicines policy to eliminate any unnecessary usage. This initiative 

had demonstrable effects in reducing usage in the following two 

years but, nevertheless, the increased use in 2012 resulted in the 

government proposing further penalties.

The chairman of the Danish Pig research Centre, Lindhart Nielsen, 

urged politicians to view this relatively small increase in proper context.

“To introduce further financial penalties into an industry, which has 

already shown that it is among the best in the world, and which WHO  

has singled out as an example to follow, is playing politics,” “It’s true 

that there was a slight increase last year, which was an expected 

adjustment, but seen within the context of the past four years, we’ve  

reduced consumption much more than even the minister had anti- 

cipated. It seems rather strange, therefore, that it has now been 

decided to impose further restrictions.”

“With this clampdown, we risk under-treating our animals and there-

fore adversely affecting animal welfare. Research from Copenhagen 

University shows that the herds that received the first yellow card, 

and subsequently reduced their antibiotic consumption, experienced  

increased mortality. It can be very difficult to accept that one’s animals  

are not treated properly when they are sick because of concerns 

about ‘yellow cards’ and penalties.“

This view was given some independent support in a recent blog in  

Pig Progress, where author and well known UK veterinarian, David 

Burch, discussed the various methods available for measuring use 

of antibiotics in livestock. He referred to the UK as a “moderate use” 

and Denmark as a “very low use” country regarding use of antibiotics 

in pig production. The Danish approach has attracted much interest 

internationally, as the public concerns about the spread of antibiotic 

resistance have intensified.

4. DANMAP results out continued

Lindhart B. Nielsen, Chairman of the Danish Pig research Centre.

http://www.pigprogress.net/Growing-Finishing/Nutrition/2013/10/Antimicrobial-use-monitoring--what-is-the-best-method-1389379W/?cmpid=NLC%257Cpigprogress%257C2013-10-14%257CBLOG:_Antimicrobial_use_monitoring_%20_what_is_the_best_method
http://www.pigprogress.net/Authors/David-Burch/
http://www.pigprogress.net/Authors/David-Burch/
http://www.danmap.org/Downloads/The%20Danish%20approach.aspx


Pig Industry Matters / October 20137

5. Less is more
The UN Food & Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) published a new report ‘Tackling 

Climate Change through Livestock’ . The 

report highlighted that production of live-

stock accounted for a significant proportion 

of global greenhouse gas emissions at around  

14.5% - although this estimate was lower 

than that contained in an earlier FAO report  

‘Livestock’s Long Shadow’), which put the 

meat industry’s share of emissions at 18%.

Among a number of conclusions, the latest 

FAO report concluded that a reduction of 

30% in GHG emissions might be achieved 

relatively easily, if best practices were 

adopted in the main livestock producing 

areas of the world, with all livestock farmers 

matching the performance of the most effi-

cient producers, particularly in relation to  

better feed conversion and animal husban-

dry.

Many food campaigning groups, such as 

‘Eating Better’ expressed disappointment 

that the report did not fully consider strate-

gies to reduce production and consumption 

of meat and dairy products.

The issue of ‘food waste’ remains high on 

the public agenda and the ‘The Pig Idea’ 

campaign continued to attract publicity. 

This initiative was launched in June this year 

by food writer, Tristram Stuart, calling for 

action to reintroduce the feeding of the sig-

nificant quantities of edible food waste to 

pigs, which is currently sent to landfill sites.

The National Pig Association has expressed 

major misgivings about the campaign, how-

ever well-intentioned its objectives might be. 

A recent NPA press release raised the issue 

of feeding of swill and food waste to pigs, 

which had been the cause of comparatively 

recent outbreaks of Classical Swine Fever 

and Foot & Mouth Disease, which had a 

devastating effect on the UK pig industry. 

Pig farmers here were already significant 

users of by-products of food manufacture. 

The NPA articulated these views at a recent  

debate on food waste and pig feed, held 

under the auspices of the all-party parlia-

mentary Agoecolgy Group. 

World Food Day was celebrated on 16th 

October, the anniversary of the founding of 

the UN Food & Agriculture Organisation in 

1945. An FAO video outlined the problems 

of both hunger and obesity across the world,  

and the need to rethink our food systems 

on a global basis.

A call for a return to more traditional food 

production systems was highlighted in recent  

advertising carried out by the US Mexican 

food chain, Chipotle , under the headline 

of ‘Cultivate a better world’. A charmingly 

produced film, entitled ‘Scarecrow’ sought 

to dramatise the horrors of modern food 

produced in ‘factory farms’. As reported in 

the online newsletter, Food Production, the 

campaign was treated with cynical disdain 

by competitors, McDonalds, and other 

farming interests.

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/publications/tackling_climate_change/index.htm?utm_source=FCRN+Mailing&utm_campaign=853c84b310-RSS_*%7CRSSFEED%3ADATE%3Aj+F+Y%7C*&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a29d7fdc4d-853c84b310-297127929
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/publications/tackling_climate_change/index.htm?utm_source=FCRN+Mailing&utm_campaign=853c84b310-RSS_*%7CRSSFEED%3ADATE%3Aj+F+Y%7C*&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a29d7fdc4d-853c84b310-297127929
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/a0701e/a0701e00.HTM
http://www.eating-better.org/blog/19/Eating-Better-responds-to-new-FAO-Livestock-report.html
http://www.thepigidea.org/
http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/Pages/Press_Releases.html
http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/Pages/waste_food.html
http://www.chipotle.com/en-US/Default.aspx?type=default
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUtnas5ScSE
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Technology/Quality-Safety-Hygiene/McDonald-s-wades-into-Chipotle-Mexican-Grill-debate/?utm_source=Newsletter_Product&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BProduct&c=zsGry1ilymDPPa50GLcDmg%3D%3D
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6. The power of ‘bacon’…
First, he’s involved in ‘The Great Bacon Sarnie Battle’,* trumping 

Jamie Oliver in a film promoting the ‘non-buffering’ downloading 

capabilities offered by the new EE 4G network.

…and if that wasn’t enough, he’s appeared as star of a bacon lovers’ 

‘cri de coeur’ doing the rounds on the internet…

“20 years ago, we had Johnny Cash, Bob Hope and Steve Jobs

Now we have no cash, no hope and no jobs

Please don’t let Kevin Bacon die.”

*Link only available to those with a UK IP address.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBiMCqVBBuE&feature=youtu.be

