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1. Potential for growth 
‘More with less’ (‘Mere med mindre’) was 

the rallying call at this year’s annual Pig 

Congress at Herning in Jutland. The event 

attracted over 2,000 delegates – farmers, 

politicians and the media, the pig supply 

industries, overseas visitors and just about 

anybody with an interest in pig matters.  

The overriding message was clear.  If the 

business environment is improved, produc-

tion capacity increased and environmental 

regulation is more targeted, Danish pig 

production will offer – within a ‘sustainable 

production’ scenario – the potential for over  

10,000 more jobs in Denmark and additional  

export value of DKK 15 billion by 2030. 

The analysis is based on developments over  

the past 30 years, when production has 

increased from approximately 10 million 

to 30 million pigs, while at the same time 

environmental impact has decreased. Today  

two pigs are produced with the same environ- 

mental impact as a single pig in 1985. 

”The analysis is a wake-up call to Danish 

politicians, producers and companies. Do 

we want growth and to capitalise on the 

growing global demand for food – and the 

fact that we in Denmark are among the 

countries that produce food with the lowest 

environmental impact and the highest food 

safety standards - or do we want to stand 

still and let other countries take over our 

jobs and the value which might be created 

for the whole of Danish society?,” asked 

the Chairman of the Danish Pig Research 

Centre, Lindhart Nielsen.

”If we are to harness this potential, we need 

capacity in the processing sector to process 

the extra raw material and to ensure that  

the increased production of pigs in Denmark  

is coupled with more targeted environmen-

tal regulation. We would do well to scrap old  

production systems that adversely impact 

on the local environment, but we need to 

find space for new production systems.  We  

also need faster and more flexible processing 

of environmental and building applications.”

Although the significant structural develop-

ments in agriculture mean that there will 

be fewer Danish pig farmers, by 2022 more 

pigs will be produced in Denmark than 

there are today. This is the conclusion of 

a new report released by the Danish Pig 

Research Centre. 

Specifically, long-term forecasts for the 

structural development of pig production 

mean that the number of pig farms will fall  

to just over 2,200 in 2022, while the number 

of sows will increase slightly by 50,000 to 

1,086,000. At the same time, increasing 

productivity will mean that piglet production 

will increase to 36.4 million and finisher pro-

duction to 23.8 million in 2022 or 4 million 

more pigs. 

”Every ten years, the number of our farms 

is halved and there are no signs that this 

trend will not continue,” said Mr Nielsen. 

“We don’t regard this structural development 

as in any way negative. On the contrary, it 

reflects the fact that pig farms are keeping 

pace with market developments and be-

coming more specialised and efficient.” 

In Nielsen’s view, structural development is 

necessary in order that pig producers can 

maintain their competitiveness and ensure 

satisfactory revenues in a strongly com-

petitive international market. Structural 

development means increased productiv-

ity, greater cost efficiency, better access to 

finance, better use of technology and more 

innovative approaches.  

“If politicians do not create a better business 

environment in Denmark very soon, we will 

risk ending up as a “nursery” and millions 

of pigs and jobs will simply flow out of the 

country,” said Mr Nielsen. 
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Mr Nielsen also highlighted other areas where Danish pig producers 

operate at a competitive disadvantage.

Danish legislation, restricting the application of nitrogen to soil, results 

in farmers achieving a lower yield and harvesting grain with a lower 

protein content than their European colleagues. Last week, Aarhus 

University published figures that show that Denmark under fertilises  

its fields and that yields could be increased by 3 to 5 hkg per hectare.  

Low supply of nitrogen to the soil has also meant that the protein 

content in cereals has fallen by about two per cent over the past 20 

years.

 

The Danish Pig Research Centre has calculated this as an overall loss 

of more than DKK 420 million per year for Danish pig producers 

on the basis of a self-sufficiency rate of 60%. The loss accounts for 

approximately DKK 18 per pig from birth to slaughter. 

“If we could fertilise our fields at a more appropriate level, the protein  

content of cereals would also increase by two percentage points, 

which would reduce the requirement for imports of soya by up to 

25%. We would achieve more sustainable production and a higher 

level of self-sufficiency,” said Mr Nielsen.

The many debates at Herning Congress received widespread cover-

age in the trade press here, including:

• Pig Progress 
• The MeatSite
• The PigSite
• Global Meat News
• Farmers Guardian
• The Whole Hog   

In the meantime, the results of the October census showed a modest 

decline in pig numbers in Denmark. There was a small drop in the 

overall number of breeding sows, but the results suggest that pro-

duction levels may be moving to a more stable position, although 

the continuing flow of weaners from Denmark continues to present 

a headache for the industry.

Despite the very challenging trading conditions, Danish Crown and 

Tican announced year-end bonuses for their members of 90 øre  

and 85 øre respectively for pigs delivered over the year – around 

10p per kg.

Source: Statistics Denmark

1. Potential for growth continued

http://www.pigprogress.net/Pork-Processing/Markets/2013/10/Denmark-Pig-industry-want-better-business-environment-1396782W/
http://www.themeatsite.com/meatnews/22913/relax-danish-environmental-rules-to-improve-feed-and-meat-production
http://www.thepigsite.com/swinenews/34723/weekly-overview-herning-meeting-examines-hot-issues-in-the-danish-pig-industry
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Industry-Markets/Danish-farmers-to-boost-pig-production
http://www.farmersguardian.com/home/livestock/danish-pig-industry-working-to-stop-piglets-leaving-country-to-be-finished/60049.article
http://www.porkinfo.com/blog/danish-farmers-aim-high-at-the-herning-congress/
http://www.danishcrown.com/News-and-Press/News/Satisfactory-results-in-a-difficult-market.aspx
http://www.tican.com/media/93411/press_release_20131121.pdf
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Episode 4 of the current series of the Danish political drama, Borgen, 

contained a storyline involving several aspects of pig production in 

Denmark.

In this episode, entitled ‘Their Loss’, the boyfriend of the main cha- 

racter falls ill after eating pork in a Copenhagen restaurant. Birgitte 

Nyborg is Denmark’s ex-Prime Minister seeking to make a political 

comeback. It transpires that her boyfriend’s illness is caused by his  

allergic reaction to penicillin present in the meat. The event provides 

an opportunity for her to challenge the government on their plans 

to relax controls on pig farmers, in order to create political leverage 

and create interest in the party she is in the process of setting up.

Borgen has attracted a significant following worldwide and the 

programme portrays people and processes, which shape modern 

day politics.

Whilst applauding the success of Borgen as an engaging TV drama, 

the Danish Agricultural & Food Council (DAFC) was concerned that 

its portrayal of the Danish pig industry was somewhat out-dated 

and even inaccurate in a number of respects. 

The dramatic treatment of a number of specific issues may have 

raised understandable concerns in an audience relatively unfamiliar 

with much of the detail of modern pig production. 

As far as one of the leading character’s allergic reaction to penicillin 

in meat is concerned, since 1980 there have just been five recorded 

cases worldwide where persons have displayed an allergic reaction  

apparently due to residues of penicillin present in meat they had 

eaten. None of these events happened in Denmark. Given the 

prevalence of penicillin allergy in the general population, the handful 

of cases reported across the world, over a period of more than 30 

years, suggests that, even if present in meat, the concentration of 

penicillin residues is likely to be too low to cause an adverse reaction.

The precautionary testing undertaken to identify the presence of  

antibiotics and other residues in Danish pork confirms a highly 

responsible approach followed by Danish pig farmers in their use 

of veterinary medicines and observing correct withdrawal periods 

before the animals are delivered to the abattoir. In 2012, a single 

sample, out of the 17,600 analysed, contained residues above the 

permitted Maximum Residue Level (MRL), but not in a concentration  

which presented a risk to human health. The number of samples 

taken in the Danish control programme was four times the minimum  

level required by EU regulations.

2. borgen ‘Their Loss’

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0383kr7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b019ch5q
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The overall use of antibiotics by Danish pig farmers has halved in 

the last fifteen years. The steps taken to eliminate all unnecessary 

use of antibiotics in Danish farming are now providing a model for 

antibiotic reduction programmes in many other countries.

The programme was, in effect, a critique of many aspects of modern 

pig production and the episode ended with the government aban-

doning its plans to relax controls on pig farmers and setting up an 

independent commission to investigate the costs of producing more 

ethical and environmentally friendly pork of higher quality.

The fact of the matter is that for many years, the Danish pig industry 

has been engaged in constructive discussion with government and 

the relevant authorities regarding implementation of higher welfare, 

food safety and environmental standards.

Danish pig farmers can point to significant welfare improvements, 

some resulting from new legislation and others linked to initiatives 

undertaken by the industry itself.

Since the mid-1980s, Danish pig farmers have had to meet the ad-

ditional costs of environmental rules, which are still being imple-

mented among many EU Member States today. Danish farmers are 

able to document that they produce two pigs today with the same 

environmental impact of just a single pig in 1985. In other words, a 

Danish pork chop or bacon rasher today has half the ‘carbon foot-

print’ of that of the 1980.

Denmark is not a low cost producer of pork and bacon and its 

adherence to high quality standards has helped develop its sales to 

customers in 140 different countries the world over. 

At the time of writing, a fair amount of discussion had taken place 

on social media and Compassion in World Farming issued a press  

release, expressing a wish that the programme would act as “a catalyst 

for the far reaching changes that are needed to move the EU pig  

industry from the barren lives it inflicts on animals to farming methods 

that genuinely respond to pigs’ welfare and behavioural needs.”

This seems a very big call for what is, after all, a piece of fictional TV 

drama.

2. borgen ‘Their Loss’ continued

http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/pig_farming/borgen_exposes_harsh_reality_of_pig_industry.aspx
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/pig_farming/borgen_exposes_harsh_reality_of_pig_industry.aspx
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3. Steady as she goes
As EU prices faltered in recent weeks, GB pig prices maintained their 

historically high levels over 170p per kg. Feed prices continued to 

edge downwards and the gap between the Deadweight Average 

Pig Price (DAPP) and the average UK cost of production continued 

to widen.

In the first three-quarters of the year, UK pig slaughterings were 

slightly up on 2012 (+0.2%) but pig meat production rose by 0.9% 

due to heavier carcase weights.

Higher retail prices continue to weaken demand for three of the 

main pig meat categories (fresh pork, bacon and sausages) – only 

sliced ham continued to exhibit both value and volume growth in 

the latest quarter.

BPEX recently published the results of the Interpig Survey, which 

compared ‘cost of production’ in a number of major pig producing 

countries (‘2012 Pig Cost of Production in Selected Countries’).

While Britain closed the gap on a number of its EU competitors in 

2012, registering an average cost of production of 153p per kg, it 

still performs significantly above the EU average of 140p per kg – and 

well ahead of Denmark and Holland at 135p per kg.

A number of factors contributed to higher costs, including cost of 

feed and lower slaughter weights. But the main factor was lower sow  

productivity and litter sizes. Average GB litter size was 11.5 piglets 

compared to the EU average of 12.7. Even discounting lower litter 

sizes in outdoor units, the average indoor litter size in the GB was 

12.1 piglets compared to the Danish figure of 15.1.

In Britain, sows produce an average of 24.0 weaned pigs per annum, 

compared to 29.6 in Denmark.

Source: AHDB Market Intelligence

Source: Kantar Worldpanel

Source: InterPIG

http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/pricing/DappEuroSpec.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/articles/303232/Finishing_Performance_Closes_Gap__18_November_2013.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/reports/InterpigReports.aspx
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4. marketing matters
The Advertising Standards Authority recently  

rejected a complaint by Compassion in 

World Farming and others that a recent 

advertisement in the BPEX ‘Trust the  

Tractor’ campaign implied that all Red 

Tractor pigs were raised in free range 

systems. The advertising was fronted by TV 

celebrity Jimmy Doherty.

The ASA ruling dismissed the complaints, 

acknowledging that some aspects of pig 

farming in the UK were contentious, but  

accepted the  BPEX case that the Red  

Tractor scheme applied measures in an 

effort to control their use and the pigs were 

raised to good standards.

Market research group, Mintel, published 

a ‘Consumer trends for 2014’ report sug-

gesting that ‘Brand Britannia fever, driven 

by Olympic medals’ may be on the wane. 

In their research, 30% of respondents said  

‘I do not feel any loyalty to buying British 

food and drink’. Further Mintel research 

reveals that price comes before patriotism 

and provenance with 58% of consumers 

saying ‘the price and the quality of what 

I buy is what matters, not where it was 

produced’. Meanwhile, 54% of Brits say 

that they are ‘just as interested in buying 

authentic products (e.g. French Brie, Parma 

ham) from other countries as from Britain’.

http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/pig_farming/compassion_is_overruled_by_asa.aspx
http://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/pig_farming/compassion_is_overruled_by_asa.aspx
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/give-a-fork-about-your-pork/
http://www.lovepork.co.uk/red-tractor-pork/give-a-fork-about-your-pork/
http://www.asa.org.uk/Rulings/Adjudications/2013/10/Agriculture-and-Horticulture-Development-Board/SHP_ADJ_232813.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/downloads/303196/303333/ASA%20Ruling.pdf
http://www.mintel.com/press-centre/social-and-lifestyle/uk-consumer-trends-for-2014
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5. What’s in a label?
The EU will shortly finalise proposals for the 

required format of mandatory ‘country of 

origin’ labelling on fresh meat and frozen 

meat, excluding beef for which detailed 

rules already apply, but including fresh pork, 

poultry and lamb. The EU Commission is 

obliged to reach an agreed solution by 13 

December, which will come into force at 

the end of 2014.

Producer interests favour mandatory ‘country  

of origin’ declarations, regarding the country  

where the animals were born, reared and 

slaughtered. In their view, this transparency 

will help repair consumer confidence, badly 

shaken by the ‘Horsegate’ scandal. 

The meat industry has inclined towards a 

more flexible approach mainly distinguishing  

‘EU’ or ‘non-EU’ meat, highlighting that a 

more rigid approach will significantly add 

to costs for the consumer, given the current 

levels of ‘cross-border’ trade within the EU.

There has been much debate surrounding 

the definition of ‘reared’ with the prospect  

of the original definition covering  six months  

now being reduced to four months. A detailed  

study has also been carried out to estimate 

the different cost impacts of the mandatory 

requirements to include various permuta-

tions and combinations of ‘born’ reared’ and 

‘slaughtered’.

It is likely that there will be a derogation for 

minced meat and trimmings allowing the 

use of ‘EU’ or ‘non-EU’.

Whatever, the final outcome of the current 

discussions, labels may still carry a ‘voluntary’ 

declaration of ‘country of origin’ where the 

animal was born, reared and slaughtered in 

the same country.

And when an arrangement for fresh and 

frozen meat has been agreed, the EU will 

then have to set about negotiations for 

required ‘country of origin’ declarations on 

ingredients in processed meat products.

Watch this space.
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6. bacon bits
Bacon is seldom out of the news these days…

Whether it’s a miracle ingredient…

…but only got to No. 6 in the ‘favourite sandwich chart’

Try a bacon wedding…

...or a Christmas gift for the man who has everything

...but the ultimate accolade is that ‘gammon joints’ are now the most 

frequently stolen item by Middle Britain’s shoplifters, according to 

the Global Retail Theft Barometer

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2478363/Forget-salt-pepper--BACON-ultimate-seasoning-Research-shows-rashers-make-food-taste-better.html
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/419988/Hard-cheese-Egg-mayo-is-voted-Britain-s-most-loved-sandwich
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2344125/the-wedding-rashers-pork-obsessed-couple-marries-meat-themed-ceremony-pigs-bacon-cakes-afterwards.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/bacon-scented-deodorant-jds-foods-new-2688036
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2501911/The-middle-class-shoplifting-spree-Coffee-gammon-joints-parmesan-join-list-items-stolen-high-street.html?ITO=1490&ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490
http://globalretailtheftbarometer.com
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Special Feature: ‘Danish farmers in the hot seat’
Although Steen Speedtsberg, a pig farmer from Kolding in Jutland, 

with 450 sows and 2,000 piglet places, had received notification of 

Baltic Control’s visit fourteen days in advance, there was under-

stand- 

able tension in the air when the official auditor arrived to conduct 

an annual audit under the Contract for UK Production Scheme. It is 

the equivalent, perhaps, of a performance management review by a 

detailed-minded appraiser, with no stone left unturned.

Since 1 January 2009, Baltic Control, the accredited inspection body, 

has carried out around 1,000 audits annually of pig farms producing 

under the Contract for UK Production, on behalf of the Danish Pig 

Research Centre.  

“We’re not consultants,” said the Baltic Control auditor to Pig Indus-

try Matters. “Our role is to ensure that standards are upheld.” 

All pig farmers in Denmark have the option to decide whether they 

wish to produce under the Danish Product Standard or the Contract 

for UK Production. If, however, they choose not to sign up to either, 

they are unable to sell their pigs in Denmark. The current assess-

ment is that 95% of Denmark’s pig farmers produce under the UK 

or  

Danish standard, both of which are owned by the Danish Pig Re-

search Centre.

Steen Speedtsberg’s audit, which he paid for himself, began at 9 am 

and lasted for two and a half hours. It was an intensive inspection of 

all the elements that go into running a high quality production unit. 

As well as checking on the health of herd, the provision of straw, 

the buildings and flooring, the auditor also checked the feed, its 

content, origin and storage. The use, documentation and storage of 

medicines and vaccines also came under scrutiny and the stockman, 

who qualified in the handling of veterinary medicines six years ago, 

was asked to return home to fetch his certificate. The auditor clearly 

meant business! 

It turned out that Mr Steedtsberg’s use of antibiotics was particu-

larly low because his herd is SPF (Specific Pathogen Free) approved 

and the Yellow Card Scheme, which was introduced in 2010, plays 

an effective role in ensuring that veterinarians and producers keep a 

careful check on their antibiotic usage. 

The Contract for UK Production audit follows an 11 page checklist 

and even extends to the layout of the farm itself. Mr Speedtsberg, 

therefore, was requested to produce a plan of the farm buildings 

so that this could be compared with conditions as they exist at the 
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Special Feature: ‘Danish farmers in the hot seat’ continued

time of the audit. Even the fire alarm was 

tested.

At 11.15 am, the auditor was ready to leave. 

Steen Speedtsberg had passed the audit and,  

with just a couple of adjustments to be made,  

was given the go-ahead to carry on his pro-

duction as he has been doing successfully 

for the past 12 years.

An effective tool 
The overseer of the two product standards 

is Asger Kjær Nielsen, Quality Manager at 

the Danish Pig Research Centre.

“Baltic Control carries out around 3,000 

audits every year, including the 1,000 UK 

Contract annual audits. UK producers can 

also expect to receive unannounced audits 

and we’re committed to ensuring that Baltic  

Control reaches this target. Alongside the 

industry scheme, the Danish Veterinary &  

Food Administration carry out unannounced  

audits on 5% of pig farms in Denmark 

every year to ensure that all Danish welfare 

legislation is being complied with.

“Those of our farmers who have signed up 

to the Danish Quality Standard are audited 

at least every three years. Our auditors also 

played an important role in documenting 

that our farmers are fully compliant with 

2013 legislation, which means that all 

Denmark’s pregnant sows are kept in loose 

housed systems.

“Our UK Contract auditing system began 

back in 1997 when it was decided that 

Denmark needed a clear point of difference 

to communicate to its customers, as well 

as meeting the requirements of a number 

of its customers in the UK. We’re proud 

of the way it has developed and, along 

with the more recently introduced Danish 

Product Standard, believe that it goes a 

long way to supporting our aspirations to 

be a high quality producer with the highest 

of welfare, environment and food safety 

credentials,” says Asger Kjær Nielsen.     


