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1. Never a dull moment 
Pig prices showed steady improvement  

for much of the year, especially on the UK 

market. The fall in grain prices also had a 

beneficial impact on producers’ profit mar-

gins, with feed accounting for up to 70% 

of the cost of producing pigs. Many more 

efficient producers were already producing  

at a profit at the beginning of the year and  

overall profit in the industry improved during  

its course. The overall position is expected 

to show further improvement in 2014 against  

the backdrop of a further decline in the EU 

supply of pigs and stable feed prices.

Weaner exports from Denmark remained 

at high levels during 2013. In the first nine  

months of 2013, exports of weaners 

amounted to 7.4 million head, a similar figure  

to 2012. Exports to Germany fell slightly but  

numbers exported to Poland reached two 

million head compared to one and a half 

million head the previous year. 

There was a clear message to the Danish 

government delivered at the Herning Con-

gress in October. If the business environment  

was allowed to improve, pig finishing capa-

city increased and environmental regulation  

became more targeted, major benefits would  

flow to the Danish economy from higher 

export value and more domestic jobs. 

The new EU pig welfare regulations came 

into force on 1st January. Denmark has been 

able to document full compliance with the 

new rules but concerns remain about the 

levels of compliance in many EU Member 

States currently supplying the UK market.

However, the discovery of the presence of 

horse DNA in a number of processed meat 

products in mid-January was the main issue 

that dominated public debate during 2013 

and resulted in all major supermarkets and 

foodservice operators reviewing the trace-

ability within their meat supply chains. 

The home industry sought to exploit con-

sumer concerns about the provenance of 

meat and the issue was once again put into 

the public domain with the recent publica-

tion of the interim recommendations of 

the Elliot Review, commissioned by DEFRA 

to improve the ‘integrity and assurance of 

Britain’s food supply networks’.

Denmark has been able to reassure its own 

customers about the robust and well-docu-

mented traceability within its integrated 

co-operative system.

The UK economy appeared to be returning  

to modest levels of growth during the second  

half of the year but most consumers (a.k.a. 

‘savvy shoppers’) appeared more determined  

than ever to hunt down the best deal. The 

fortunes of the discounters, led by Aldi and 

Lidl, continued to flourish and Waitrose 

continued to perform well at the higher 

end of the market. In the fiercely contested 

middle ground, Sainsbury continued to put 

in a strong performance.

While higher prices were a boon for produ-

cers, the retail consumption of fresh pork, 

bacon and sausages showed a decline in 

2013. Higher retail prices and the scaling 

back of promotional activity in the major 

supermarkets were undoubtedly key factors.   

Also the competitive position of pig meat in 

relation to poultry and beef was realigned 

as evidenced in the latest BPEX ‘Meat Market  

Summary’.

The January edition of Pig Industry Matters 

will deliver our best assessment of the 

outlook for the pig industry in 2014 but, for 

the time being, our only prediction is one of 

‘never a dull moment’ in our marketplace in 

the year ahead.

Festive greetings to all Pig Industry Matters 

readers.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elliott-review-into-the-integrity-and-assurance-of-food-supply-networks-interim-report
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/consumption/TNSMeatMarketSummary.aspx
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/consumption/TNSMeatMarketSummary.aspx
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British pig prices remained comfortably over the 170p mark during 

November and well ahead of EU prices, as the demand for British 

pigs remained strong in the final quarter of the year, in the run up to 

the Christmas trading period.

Earlier in the year it was anticipated that concerns about low levels 

of compliance with the new EU pig welfare regulations in several 

Member States supplying the British market would act as a major 

spur to demand for home-produced pig meat. As 2013 draws to a 

close, it is clear that the fall-out from the Horsegate scandal had a 

more profound effect on boosting demand for British meat generally. 

A recent National Pig Association press release published the latest 

results from the PorkWatch survey. This survey, conducted by BPEX, 

takes place on a two monthly basis and measures facings of British 

pig meat in all major supermarkets. The latest survey showed a 

general improvement in British pig meat facings over the last twelve 

months. While facings of pork, ham and sausages increased across 

all retailers, the figure for bacon showed a decline.

The recent agreement to allow sales of British boar semen to China 

received significant coverage in the media. The deal was announced 

during the visit of a trade delegation to China, fronted by PM, David 

Cameron. A further agreement was made, in principle, to allow export  

of pigs’ trotters to the Chinese market, although a number of formali- 

ties await finalisation.

Daily Mirror

Daily Star

Guardian 

Daily Telegraph 

2. Buying British

http://www.npa-uk.org.uk/Pages/Press_Releases.html
http://www.bpex.org.uk/prices-facts-figures/consumption/PorkWatch.aspx
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/britain-export-pig-semen-china-2887998
http://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/354125/British-prime-minister-David-Cameron-secures-deal-for-pig-semen-export-with-China
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/04/pig-semen-export-deal-china
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/china-business/10493701/Britains-multimillion-pound-deal-to-ship-pig-semen-to-China.html
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3. European Antibiotic Awareness Day
European Antibiotic Awareness Day is an annual event created by 

the European Centre for Disease Prevention & Control to promote 

initiatives supporting a more prudent approach towards the use of 

antibiotics in the treatment of both human and animal disease.  

In the UK, RUMA (Responsible Use of Medicines in Agriculture) used  

the occasion to launch some new ‘Pig Guidelines’ for use of medicines  

by the pig industry. The latest report from the Veterinary Medicines 

Directorate suggested that sales of veterinary medicines in 2012 

were in line with previous years.

The European Medicines Agency recently published the ESCVAC 

Report which suggested that overall sales of veterinary medicines in  

20 EU countries declined by 10% in 2011, as reported by Pig Progress.

A report from Wageningen University suggested that usage of vete-

rinary medicines in Holland continued to decline significantly and 

claimed that usage of antibiotics for pigs in Holland had fallen below 

that for Denmark.

However, the influential German publication, Der Spiegel, reported 

the Danish industry as “leading the way” in reducing use of antibiotics 

by the livestock industries.

Finally, the US FDA (Food and Drug Administration) announced plans  

to phase out the use of antibiotics for growth promotion purposes, 

in spite of strong opposition from the livestock industries. Denmark 

banned the use of antibiotic growth promoters in 2000 and the EU 

took similar action in 2006.

Global Meat News 

Pig Progress 

Source: InterPIG

http://www.ruma.org.uk/news/20131118b.htm
http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/pdf/VARSS.pdf
http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk
http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2013/10/news_detail_001923.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2013/10/news_detail_001923.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.pigprogress.net/Pork-Processing/Consumer-Issues/2013/10/ESVAC-data---Antibiotic-use-dropped-10-1395070W/
https://www.wageningenur.nl/en/show/Dutch-antibiotic-use-in-pigs-lower-than-Danish.htm
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/danish-pig-farmers-reduce-antibiotics-to-prevent-drug-resistance-a-933344.html
http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/default.htm
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Industry-Markets/US-moves-towards-reducing-livestock-antibiotic-use/?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%2BDaily&c=PRNl53QCuPCuPcWBUreBoQ%3D%3D
http://www.pigprogress.net/Register-now-for-free/?returnurl=%2fHealth-Diseases%2fHealth%2f2013%2f12%2fFDA-to-phase-out-antimicrobials-in-food-animals-1430013W%2f%3fcmpid%3dNLC%257Cpigprogress%257C2013-12-13%257CFDA_to_phase_out_antimicrobials_in_food_animals&cmpid=NLC%7Cpigprogress%7C2013-12-13%7CFDA_to_phase_out_antimicrobials_in_food_animals
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4. Happy and incorruptible
In the UN commissioned World Happiness Report 2013, based on 

research conducted between 2010 and 2012, Denmark was ranked 

the happiest country in the world. The UK came in 22nd place and the  

least happy countries in the ranking were in Central Africa, including 

Rwanda, Burundi, Benin and Togo.

The ranking was based on economic factors such as GDP per head, 

life expectancy and more qualitative assessments such as perceived 

freedom to make life choices.

In another recently published research undertaken by Transparency 

International, entitled the Corruption Perception Index, Denmark was  

ranked as the least corrupt country in the world. The UK came in 14th  

place and Afghanistan, North Korea and Somalia were adjudged to 

be the most corrupt out of the 175 countries measured.

http://unsdsn.org/happiness/
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2013/results
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Special Feature: Spreading compassion throughout 
the food industry

It all started around a kitchen table in 1967. Peter Roberts, an ex-dairy  

farmer, had become concerned about the growing intensification of 

agriculture and set about becoming the champion of animal welfare 

not only in the UK, but also globally. Fast forward almost 50 years, 

and the charity that he and his wife founded, Compassion in World 

Farming, now has offices in France, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, the US 

and, most recently, China. It employs around 65 full-time staff.

The head of Compassion’s business team is Dr. Tracey Jones whose 

PhD focused on improving handling systems for pigs at slaughter. 

During her research she says she gained significant insight into the 

subject from her visits to Denmark to consult with Patricia Barton 

Gade and Leif Christensen from the Danish Meat Research Institute.  

Pig Industry Matters’ visit to Compassion’s head office in Godalming, 

Surrey, was prompted by the Good Sow Commendation awarded 

to Danish Crown’s Antonius pig at the end of October. Antonius 

producers have pledged to be farrowing crate free by 2017 and are 

committed to creating the optimum free farrowing pen. 

“I’m very impressed by the investment that Denmark commits to 

research into pig welfare,” says Dr. Jones. “It’s a phenomenal amount, 

five times more than the UK. We’re impressed with their farrowing 

work, and believe that this is a great example of where industry – not  

legislation – can lead the way in raising the bar. Although we think 

that some units still have some work to do on the provision of bedding,  

we welcome the Danes’ initiative whereby newly built units are 

committed to install at least partially slatted floors. With new builds, 

pig producers have the opportunity to tackle any negative issues 

afresh. In other words, the same problems aren’t perpetuated.”

A Good Pig
There are few pig production systems that qualify for Compassion’s 

Good Pig award. This is because the award encompasses both sows 

and finishers.  With regard to sows, producers must be committed 

to group housing throughout the gestation period (which includes 

the four week period in early pregnancy), freedom farrowing and 

the provision of bedding and manipulable materials throughout the 

lifetime of the sow.  “Three simple criteria, which have huge implica-

tions throughout the supply chain, and with enormous benefit to 

the sow,” says Tracey Jones. 

With regard to the “meat pig”, to qualify for the Good Pig award, there  

must be no tail docking, no teeth clipping or grinding, no castration 

and there must be provision of bedding and manipulable material 
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Special Feature: Spreading compassion throughout 
the food industry continued

throughout the pig’s lifetime. “We don’t get 

too many overall “Good Pig” award winners”, 

comments Dr. Jones. 

The awards programme, which also includes  

the Good Egg Award, Good Dairy Award 

and Good Chicken Award, is only one of 

several ways in which Compassion engages 

with the food industry. 

Dialogue
“We have come to realise that dialogue with  

the food industry is the key to progress,” says  

Tracey Jones whose aim on behalf of the 

charity is to improve the welfare standards 

of 1 billion farm animals a year by 2017 

across the dairy and meat industries. “Our 

supermarket survey is one way of building  

up relationships. We have an awards scheme  

for the best performer, best retailer etc., but 

we can also – if invited – conduct a confiden- 

tial in-depth survey into a supermarket’s 

animal welfare policy and standards. It’s 

similar to a Gap analysis in that the survey 

allows us to make recommendations as to  

what aspects of animal welfare the super- 

market should be addressing, and it also  

gives us a platform for establishing a working  

partnership. This year, all the UK’s leading 

supermarkets completed our market survey  

and we engaged with three European super- 

markets as well.”

The other component in Compassion’s busi-

ness toolkit is its Business Benchmark for 

Farm Animal Welfare, the latest edition of 

which was published on 8 December. This 

includes 70 food companies spread across 

food retailers and wholesalers, restaurants 

and bars and food producers in the UK,  

Europe, the US (1) and Brazil (1).  The over-

riding conclusion from this year’s report is 

that “while over 70% of the companies  

covered by the 2013 Benchmark acknow-

ledge farm animal welfare as a business 

issue, many have yet to formalise their 

commitment in overarching policies or 

equivalent documents, and fewer have set 

out the specific commitments that underpin 

this area.”  

What is the biggest challenge facing 

Compassion currently?

“At a general level, it is trying to stop the 

second wave of intensification of agriculture.   

We’re told that meat production will need 

to double in order to feed 9 million people 

across the globe. This would have a huge 

impact on animal welfare as producers 

intensify their production to meet demand. 

Compassion can’t address this issue alone: 

it needs a multi-faceted approach with 

government intervention. Doing more of 

the same is not going to achieve a socially 

equitable food system,” says Tracey Jones. 


