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20th October 2015



Pig producers to reduce their use of zinc

Although Danish pig producers currently use less zinc in pig feed than that the permitted level, the industry is looking into the possibility of further reductions.  According to SEGES, Pig Research Centre, it is important that the EU follows a similar path. 

Outbreaks of diarrhoea at weaning can have fatal consequences for piglets. The addition of zinc to feed has provided an effective alternative to antibiotics, in both conventional and organic pig production. However, in addition to use of zinc as a feed additive, some compound feeds used for finishers also contain zinc. SEGES is now seeking to reduce these levels. 

“Around 70 per cent of the total zinc used is as a low level additive in all feed. This is, therefore, the right place to start. Last year, we informed the European Food Agency that Denmark sees an opportunity to reduce the amount of added zinc in finished pig feed. So far, however, there has only been small-scale research in the Netherlands to help plan for an overall reduction. We’re now launching a larger trial and we expect the results to be available next year. This will enable the authorities, both in Denmark and other countries, to have a much better basis for decision-making. It is, of course, important that the regulations are similarly applied throughout Europe,” says Claus Fertin, Director, SEGES Pig Research Centre. 

In 2003, the maximum permitted level of zinc in pig feed was reduced from 250 mg/kg to 150 mg/kg, a reduction of 40 per cent. Today, about 85 per cent of the maximum permitted amount is used in Denmark. The new trial will also determine whether the amount of zinc can be reduced from the maximum of 150 mg/kg feed to 70 mg/kg feed without compromising the pigs' well-being and growth.

A recent report prepared for the Environmental Protection Agency by Aarhus University made clear that increasing quantities of zinc and copper have been observed in the soil caused by pig slurry being used as a fertiliser. The report concludes that, in the short-term, this does not present a major environmental issue, but in the longer-term, the application of zinc and copper through slurry should be reduced. 

“This issue has been discussed within the EU for a number of years, and it is obviously appropriate that we remain on top of the situation and do not contribute to the build up of problem levels in farm land. Farmers depend on healthy and productive land for cultivation so it’s only natural that we are the ones to contribute to lasting solutions,” says Claus Fertin. 

Phytase is the key 

The enzyme phytase is added to pig feed. Initially, this was added to aid the release of phosphorus in the feed. However, it has subsequently been discovered that phytase improves the digestibility of zinc in the feed, which is why Claus Fertin is optimistic about the outcome of the trial:

[bookmark: _GoBack]“One of the cornerstones of Danish pig production is that we should use as little as possible and as much as necessary - regardless of whether we’re talking about antibiotics or zinc. I hope our research will provide usable information, which may then inform discussions at an EU level,” says Claus Fertin. 


For more information, please contact:

SEGES, Pig Research Centre via Press Officer Jens Dissing Munk
Mob: + 45 30 17 88 74 

http://www.pigresearchcentre.dk/ 

image1.emf











Qo

L ——

b e oy s ettt s
R e s oy s o A

e e o ket ettt
g e ot s s .
T L e

e et ot v
e e e

Tk s e
g i 0 S8 TGRS

W o s s e

e e e ot



